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Introduction 
 

 

 

 

I have been coming to Bayfield and Madeline Island since I was an infant, 
first when my parents brought my sisters and me up for our annual one 
week vacation on Madeline, and later when my husband and I spent long 
summer weekends sailing around the Apostle Islands. We became a bit 
familiar with the Indian community and the history of the brownstone 
quarries, but our interests were primarily related to our boating 
experiences. In other words, we were tourists.  Then, as our respective 
retirements approached we began to think of where we would most like to 
live and our thoughts turned naturally to Lake Superior. In 2003, we built a 
home in a community of cottages called Brickyard Creek located about two 
miles outside of Bayfield next to the Red Cliff Indian Reservation. The 
development gets its name from the creek that runs through it down to the 
lake near Roy's Point Marina. As we look out of our living room windows 
we see Buffalo Bay and Basswood Island, and we can't help but think of 
those who came before us to this beautiful place. My husband likes to say 
that we are only caretakers of the land. Shakespeare put it a bit more 
eloquently when he wrote, "we are but actors who strut and fret their hour 
upon [the stage]." 
 
So just who was strutting their hour at Roy's Point before us? who was 
"Roy"?, and why is the creek called "Brickyard"? There are hints of a prior 
life all around the development - railroad spikes and nails found just below 
the surface of the ground where we created a rain garden, bricks located 
around the mouth of the creek, rusty old cans and pieces of pottery found 
in various locations around the development, the remains of a concrete 
foundation near the marina, submerged dock cribs and pilings, wood 
beams lying in the creek with large spikes, and of course a section of the 
nature trail that was cleared along an old railroad bed.  I also learned that 
several piles of bricks were found in an area to the north of Roy's Point 
Road around Olivia Lane. These bricks were removed when the land was 
being developed for the cottage complex. Perhaps these piles of brick were 
remnants of chimneys from the homes of families who had previously lived 
in the area. Perhaps they were left by a brickyard company. And then 
there's the line in a song from the Chautauqua show, Riding the Wind - "my 
father was killed at the Roy's Point mill".  
I started looking for some answers to these questions in 2007 by first going 
to the Northern Great Lakes Visitors Center (NGLVC) and the Bayfield  
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Heritage Center (BHC). Both places have excellent displays depicting the 
history of Bayfield, the brownstone quarries, and the fishing and lumber 
industries that provided the town with its original economic base, but there 
was no specific information about Roy's Point or the Brickyard Creek. The 
BHC offered some research assistance so I left a set of questions at the 
desk one day. Several months later I received a letter from Dave Moody 
with a copy of an undated hand-drawn map of the Roy's Point area made 
by a man named Ernie LaPointe depicting a community of homes bisected 
by two railroad lines. The map showed the approximate locations of two 
sawmills, a box factory, a horse barn, a boarding house, and a series of 
docks. Another hand-drawn map located at the Native Spirit store in Red 
Cliff also shows the railroads, a sawmill, and an airport at Roy's Point. I was 
hooked, and I had more questions. Who were the people living here? When 
were the sawmills and railroad lines built and by whom? Was there a brick 
company near the creek? And what's this about an airport? To find the 
answers I went on-line and searched through the federal census records, I 
spent hours happily scanning newspaper articles on rolls of microfiche at 
the NGLVC, and I dug into the Bayfield County real estate and tax records 
located in Washburn.   
 
In the interest of full disclosure and to avoid any charges of plagerism I 
want to state at the beginning that this "treatise" is a compilation of 
information, which I obtained from a variety of sources. I have cited some 
but not all of these resources throughout the text, and included a list at the 
end. I also want to give a special thanks to the staff at the NGLVC and the 
BHC for all their assistance, and to the Sigurd Olsen Environmental 
Institute for its much appreciated involvement in the Brickyard Creek 
community. SOEI students, Clara Smoniewski, Melanie Rasor, and 
Danielle Biersteker were particularly helpful in mapping out the location of 
the mills and the railroad tracks, and I hope they enjoyed working on the 
project as much as I did. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

 

PUTTING THINGS INTO PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

The Early Days of Bayfield, Wisconsin 

 

La Pointe County, created in 1845, covered a large portion of northern 
Wisconsin bordering Lake Superior (now Ashland, Bayfield and Douglas 
Counties), with the Village of La Pointe as the county seat. ("La Pointe" 
was the original French name for the entire locality of Chequamegon Bay.)    
Three years later Wisconsin became a state. More than 70 treaties were 
negotiated with the Wisconsin Indians, including the Treaty of September 
30, 1854 between the U.S. Government and the Ojibway, signed at La 
Pointe on Madeline Island, which created the Red Cliff, Bad River, Lac 
Courte Oreilles and Lac du Flambeau Reservations and opened up the way 
for land acquisition by non-Indians.            
 
The upper part of Wisconsin was originally covered by virgin pine, hemlock, 
cedar and hardwood extending for hundreds of miles with only Indian trails 
running through it. It must have been stunning to see. These forests rose 
65 to 125 feet and the odor from the balsam and pines was described as 
"poignant." According to the exhibit at the NGLVC " some 70-85% of the 
northern Great Lakes forest was in some form of old growth at the start of 
the 19th century." There were "immense hemlocks ...; vast areas of white 
and red pine, almost 100 feet tall and nine feet around; huge stands of big 
sugar maples and yellow birch; soggy, tangled swamps; open bog; and 
huge areas of flattened timber, burned or leveled by wind." From 
"Reminiscences of William George Nohl, Archives Division, State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin comes this description:  "It is certainly a nice open 
high trees timbered country ... a person or hunter could see a deer from a 
distance of a mile as there was no underbrush, except alders along the 
creeks and rivers." The hardwoods growing under the pine canopy were 
forced to grow straight and tall in order to reach the sunlight. Because 
these trees grew tall quickly and widened slowly, the grain of these logs 
was very fine, with around 50 growth rings per inch compared to 6-8 growth 
rings per inch in trees grown today.  By the 1850's these magnificent 
forests, as well as the discovery of rich copper fields, began to attract 
developers into the area. With railroad construction proceeding slowly into 
the northern portion of the state, the logical route for transportation to the 
area was by way of Lake Superior and Lake Huron. It only required a canal  
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and a lock system at Sault Ste. Marie to make lake transportation 
financially advantageous. The canal opened in 1855 by which time a flood 
of investors had already started to come into the Chequamegon area.  
 
The first known white settler in the Bayfield area, other than traders and 
missionaries, was Elisha Pike. Pike arrived with his wife and two children 
from Toledo, Ohio in October 1855. The family rented a house on Madeline 
Island in LaPointe until their log house on the mainland was finished (about 
three miles southwest of current Bayfield).   Also arriving in 1855  was 
Henry M. Rice, a businessman and politician from St. Paul who had been 
granted a patent on 349 acres of land on the site of an old Indian village on 
the mainland. Rice named the town site "Bayfield", and formed the Bayfield 
Land Company with a number of well-known east coast investors. By 1858  
the adult male population of Bayfield included: 2 merchants, 1 grocer, 2 
clerks, 14 carpenters, 1 blacksmith, 17 laborers, 4 teamsters, 1 civil 
engineer, 2 hotel keepers, 2 mail carriers, 1 millwright, 1 postmaster, 1 
butcher, 1 fisherman, 3 painters, 1 missionary, 2 agents, 1 machinist and 
engineer, 1 dealer in real estate, and 1 gentleman "living on interest of his 
money".  Bayfield had a natural protected deep-water harbor and the 
promoters believed it would be the eastern terminus of a great railroad 
system to the Pacific Coast. The local expectation was that by 1859 
Bayfield would be connected to Madison, Wisconsin by means of a railroad 
to Lake Superior that was then under construction.  Charters had been 
granted for several railroads, and Henry Rice made sure that his land grant 
bill authorized the construction of a branch rail line from the western end of 
Lake Superior to Bayfield. The Panic of 1857, followed soon after by the 
Civil War, put a temporary halt to the development of the national railroad 
system and a significant damper on Rice's plans for Bayfield. The railroad 
finally reached Ashland in 1877 but wouldn't get to Bayfield until 1883. 
 
In the early days the only transportation in and out of Bayfield was by boat. 
There were no roads and the village was surrounded by forests. When the 
road was finally cut to Ashland stagecoaches competed with the boats but 
it was still an all day trip to Ashland.  "For a long time Bayfield's only 
connection with the outside world was by lake and forest trails. Indians, 
bringing the mail from Superior by foot, required five days for the 85-mile 
journey; fare for the jolting wagon trip to St. Paul by logging road was $20.   
In 1862 a road to the Red Cliff Reservation was constructed, with the 
Indians providing the labor. The government sawmill that had been built in 
1860 probably encouraged this progress by providing jobs for both the 
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Indian and non-Indian residents." (BHC) By 1878 the population of Red 
Cliff was 760, Indians and non-Indians.  
 
Bayfield served as the port city for the peninsula, and was a popular tourist 
destination from the beginning.   When the quarry industry began in the 
1870's, it became the major port for shipping the sandstone blocks to 
eastern cities.  Bayfield came to be known as both  "The Harbor City" and 
"The Fountain City". Nearly every residence on flat land had a fountain in 
the yard and everyone took great pride in keeping them in good condition. 
A large fountain was built in the 1870's at the foot of Washington Avenue 
between the docks. The square around the fountain was sodded and 
balsam trees were planted. This fountain was eventually removed to make 
way for the railroad tracks in 1883.  The Bayfield Hydraulic Company built a 
water reservoir on the hill above the village in March 1870 to collect water, 
which was then piped to the city through hollow logs.  The Bayfield and 
Ashland Telephone Co. was incorporated in 1880 and a 26-mile line was 
installed to connect the two towns. In 1904 Bayfield's Carnegie Library was 
built and in 1909 the first city dock was built. In 1909 wooden sidewalks 
were replaced by cement walks.  
 
For some wonderful stories about the settlers of Bayfield and the early life 
of the town I would recommend reading Tales of Bayfield Pioneers, a 
compilation of newspaper articles written by Eleanor Knight.  
 

 

The Lumber Industry 

 

The 19th Century logging industry reshaped the landscape of central and 
northern Wisconsin and from 1890 to 1910 forest products led Wisconsin's 
industrial economy.  The 1860's and early 1870's saw a rush of lumberman 
from the eastern lumbering states into northern Wisconsin and Minnesota 
to buy up large tracts of timberland from the federal and state governments.  
By 1892/93 there were nineteen lumbering businesses in the Bayfield 
County area.  While the area contained a variety of trees, the pine was the 
most desirable because it was easy - easy to fell, easy to transport, easy to 
cut, easy to dry, easy to plane, easy to nail.  White pine, and to a lesser 
extent red and Norway pine, was also in large demand and therefore 
maintained a price that warranted the expense of delivering boards to 
distant markets.   
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The Wisconsin Lumber era has been divided into three distinct phases. 
Phase One was the river drive/white pine phase (1840's to 1890) with 
many small operators. Phase Two was the hardwood/rail phase (1890-
1925). During this phase the primary trees being harvested were the 
hardwoods (oak, maple, birch, elm) and hemlock, and the emphasis was 
on bigness (huge sawmills, high production, vast acres of timber, and large 
scale operations).   It was during this second phase that the sawmill 
community at Roy's Point was established.  Phase Three was the World 
War I Phase. By this time large holdings of hardwood had been cut so the 
market shifted to pulpwood (aspen, fir, spruce), which was used by 
papermills, as well as for railroad ties, posts and poles.  Emphasis now was 
on smaller scale operations and fuller use of timber. Trucks and tractors 
replaced logging railroads, the logging camps disappeared, and small 
portable or semi-portable sawmills were common.  
 

 
 

While the forests of the Lake Superior region were the last to be heavily 
exploited due to the realities of accessibility and transportation, early 
lumbering did occur in the Chequamegon Bay area. The watershed of the 
Chequamegon Bay created a gigantic natural millpond for transporting logs 
to the sawmills. In 1875 the Ashland Lumber District  was established 
encompassing all of Bayfield and Ashland Counties including the Apostle 
Islands. The softwoods were rafted while the hardwoods were loaded 
aboard scows and towed to the Chequamegon Bay sawmills. 1895 was a 
peak year for lumbering in the District with over 53 new log marks 
registered. (Log marks were commonly used to designate legal ownership, 
comparable to branding cattle.)  Lumbering during the winter months was 
preferable to summertime because of the black flies and mosquitoes. The 
hardwood logs could be cut and stockpiled in winter, then loaded directly 
onto a barge or boat in the summer and transported to the mills.  
 

 
 

 

The labor force in the lumber industry was essentially foreign and transient, 
and as a result there was always a high turnover of labor in both the forests 
and in the mills. The impact of the industry can be seen in the population of 
Bayfield Village. In 1860, Bayfield was a village of less than 100 people. In 
1870 there were 344 white residents.  By 1886 the town had 1500 
residents and by 1904 there were 2,000. In 1910 the ratio of men (8,775) to 
women (5,617) was due to the lumber industry. The highest population of 
Bayfield lasted from 1900 to 1915, and started to drop by 1920 when the 
lumbering industry slowed down. On the other hand, the 1920 census did 
show a population increase in the county due to the influx of optimistic 
farmers into the cutover lands. 
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Logging and work at the sawmills were the best paying jobs (salaries at the 
mills ran between $1.25 and $2.50 for a ten to twelve hour day, six days a 
week), but both were extremely dangerous occupations. Men were crushed 
by falling trees and rolling logs, they fell into the mill slips and drown, they 
got their hands and clothes caught up in the mill saws, they were injured 
fighting fires, they got drunk and froze to death in winter, or fell through the 
ice.  Accidents were often bloody and spectacular, particularly at the mills 
where there were no safety standards and saw shields were unheard of.  
"A circular saw running at high speed without adequate guards could throw 
wood and splinters with the force of a guided missile right through the side 
of the building, or take off a man's head. A small chunk could claim a man's 
eye or his scalp, while a huge javeline splinter could pierce a fellow's 
midsection, killing him outright. ... Boilers exploded and slipping logs fell on 
workers, crushing arms, legs and chests. Sometimes the fast-traveling log 
carriage careened off the end of its track and through the mill wall, carrying 
the operator to his death. Circular saws broke loose while spinning at high 
speed, sailing through the wall or the roof. ... The great band saws, ribbons 
of steel 60 feet in circumference, 16 inches wide, and running at over 100 
miles an hour, were another matter. When one broke loose at the welding 
line, or from metal fatigue, the mill became a hall of terror from a monster of 
whipping steel. ... Rampaging saw bands were known to go through the 
sides of the buildings and into the yard. ... Sawmills were [also] plagued by 
fires, especially in low-humidity times. ... The burners, several stories high 
sent a constant column of smoke into the air along with sparks and flaming 
bits of wood. ... " From The Big Woods, by Ellis Lucia, pp 28-30.  A man 
was considered more expendable than a good horse. The companies had 
no benefits for their employees, and if an employee was badly injured and 
unable to work he was simply replaced.   
 
 

The Bayfield County Press (BCP) was full of stories of fatal accidents at the 
lumber camps and sawmills. Here are just a few examples: In May 1898 
John Holmgren's left foot came in contact with a saw that cut off one of his 
toes.  In June 1902 Ed Johnson, a woodsman employed at the Cowie 
Camp located about 6 miles out on the Bayfield Transfer Line was struck 
on the right shoulder by a falling tree and died shortly after he was brought 
to town.  In February 1906 the Bayfield County Press reported two fatal 
accidents. A man named Bert Steinke had been top-loading at a lumber 
camp and was badly crushed between the logs. He died shortly before 
reaching the doctor's office. Another man, A.H. Wood, had his head 
crushed by a rolling log while loading logs. The sawmills were also 
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dangerous - Phillipe LaPointe was killed at the Roy’s Point mill in 1908, and 
a man named Alvin Johnson was killed when he fell into the saws at the 
shingle mill.  John Wilson died suddenly at the age of 30 while returning 
home from work at the Kurz-Downey box factory at Roy's Point. The cause 
of death was "hemorrhage of the lungs, brought on by over exertion."  And 
then there is this story found in the Bayfield County Press on Sept. 29, 
1900 - "John Norstrom fell overboard from a sailboat and was drowned 
Monday. Norstrom and a companion left here Monday morning in a sailboat 
for Oak Island where they were at work in the R.D. Pike Lumber camps and 
where Norstrom fell overboard nobody knows, as his companion was too 
drunk to know anything about it."  
 
 

Logging remains one of the most hazardous occupations in the United 
States today, having a fatality rate over 21 times higher than the rate of all 
workers. [U.S. National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, 2008] 
 
 

 
 
 

Logging on the Apostle Islands 

 
The logging operation conducted by a man named John Schroeder was 
typical of the independent lumber operations located on both the islands 
and the mainland.  Schroeder conducted a large logging and milling 
business on Lake Superior. Logs were cut at his logging camp on the 
Cross River on the North Shore of Minnesota (where the town of Schroeder 
is now located) and transported across the lake and through the Apostle 
Islands to his sawmill operation in Ashland. Apparently it was easier to raft 
the pine across the lake to Ashland rather than down the coast to Duluth.  
The "rafts" of pine logs were pulled by tugboats. After three or four hours of 
being pulled the log rafts formed a teardrop shape.  Once under way, these 
rafts holding up to 3-5 million feet of logs could withstand terrific pounding 
from wind and water without breaking up. Once the tugs reached the 
protection of Sand Island (located approximately 34 miles across the lake 
from Cross River), the tugs proceeded on to Ashland. It generally took the 
tugs three days to make the trip across the lake and through the islands to 
Ashland. Rafting usually began after the ice melted and the spring storms 
had passed, typically in mid-May. 
 
Logging on the Apostle Islands began around 1860 and continued into the 
1930's. The islands were described as having been dense with trees. 
Ravines and gullies were used as chutes to get the logs down to the lake. 
In addition to his Minnesota camps, Schroeder logged on the islands of 
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Stockton, Oak, Michigan, and Outer Island from 1909 to 1931. Stockton 
Island was originally logged starting in the 1880's and Schroeder logged 
the island between 1909 and 1920 with 100-250 men working at logging 
camps located at Trout Point, Presque Isle Bay and Quarry Bay. He 
constructed logging buildings, roads, railroads, trams, wharves and docks 
at Trout Point. Archeological surveys have identified eight structures at the 
Trout Point site including two bunkhouses, a kitchen, dining hall, root cellar, 
filers shack, camp store, stable and blacksmith shop, plus earthen 
embankments, drainage ditches, privies and logs. There are also remnants 
of the camp located at Presque Isle including building foundations, a dump 
area, dock cribs, and a network of drainage ditches that apparently are still 
visible from the air. As many as twelve structures have been identified at 
the Quarry Bay camp site along with dump areas and a pit of sawn cattle 
bones. The old lumber dock still provides a mooring place for boaters. 
 
Oak Island was originally logged starting in 1855 by Robinson D. Pike who 
owned most of the island by 1893. Pike set up several camps with the 
largest being located at the sandspit area. Pike's primary interest was in 
logging white pine and when those trees were gone he sold his timberlands 
to Schroeder (1905). Schroeder had five logging camps located around 
Oak that were linked by roads, and each camp had a good landing. The 
camp located on the west shore is now the location of a National Park 
Service campground and dock. A 1979 archeological survey identified 
twelve structural remains at this camp including an office, blacksmith shop, 
and stable. In the camp trash dump they found bottles, animal bones, 
wagon parts, and the camp safe. A survey in 1981 of the logging camp 
located on the southeast shore found evidence of buildings, submerged 
dock cribs, and a dump area. 
 
Schroeder logged Michigan Island from 1919 to 1923. He built a logging 
railroad on the island that enabled the loggers to work in the winter. 
Previously work had only been done in the summer since the strong 
currents prevented the formation of solid ice, making crossing back and 
forth to the mainland unsafe. The railroad that Schroeder built on Michigan 
Island was typical of the logging railroads used at that time.  Schroeder had 
two standard gauge locomotives, a Shay (geared engine) and a Mogul (rod 
engine). These locomotives were small, generally 50 to 75 tons, but could 
carry heavy loads. They could turn sharply, but they did not move very fast. 
 
Schroeder purchased the timber on Outer Island in 1917 and cut 
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hardwoods, hemlock, cedar and pine on the island from 1924 until 
sometime in the 1930's. When logging was completed on Michigan Island 
in 1923 the tug "Ashland" and a scow transported Schroeder's logging and 
railroad equipment to Outer Island. Five miles of main railroad line was 
constructed in 1923. It ran from the southern tip to the north shore of the 
island, with several spurs and a dock. The logging camp was located next 
to the railroad in the south central portion of the island near the inland lake.  
By the end of his logging on the island Schroeder was employing a crew of 
225 men.  After the timber on Oak Island was exhausted, the locomotives 
were left on the docks and in the late 1930's they were cut up for scrap and 
shipped to Duluth. Apparently several large pieces of machinery are still at 
the site of the former camp. 
 
Logging continued on the islands on a smaller scale for hardwood and 
birch into the 1970's. Some of the white pine at the northern tip of Sand 
Island however was spared because the area was set aside as a 
lighthouse reservation. These trees are over 200 years old.  
 
The Railroad and  Lumber Industries 

 

The first railroad in Wisconsin was chartered in 1847 but its actual 
construction and operation did not take place until after statehood was 
granted in 1848.  One of the major factors influencing the railroad 
development in Wisconsin was the vast timber resources in the north half 
of the state.   Conservationists in the early 19th century were expressing 
their concerns about the climatic implications of deforestation and the flood 
control function of natural growth, but policy makers followed the prevailing 
view that the most valuable use of land was to convert the forest into 
farmland.  Federal land subsidies for the railroads in 1856 and 1864 carried 
the express provision that the timberlands would ultimately be sold to small 
holders for agricultural purposes. The federal government often gave land 
to the railroads as an incentive for expansion of the rail lines, and the 
railroad companies in turn sold land and standing timber to the companies 
that would become the railroad's customers. By the 1930's there were over 
7,000 miles of rail lines in the state.  
 
Since the land subsidies were mostly aimed at timberlands, a community of 
interest between railroads and the lumber industry was inevitable. The 
lumber companies needed the railroads to extend their access into the 
uncut timber, and to get their logs to the mill and ultimately to the southern 
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and eastern markets. The railroad also enabled these companies to extend 
the logging season beyond the winter months, and provided them with the 
ability to bring supplies to their men and animals.  The railroad companies 
needed the ties, bridge timbers and lumber, and rights of way that the 
lumber companies could provide. The big commercial carriers, like the 
Chicago and Northwestern, relied heavily on the timber industry for freight 
revenues and expansions of lines. The location of mills led to growth of 
cities and towns throughout the state, which in turn influenced the routes 
followed by railroads. Towns, often built by the lumber companies, grew up 
like weeds around sawmill sites.   
 

 
Railroads transformed Wisconsin's lumber industry.  The lumbering 
situation in the Chequamegon area greatly improved with the construction 
of the Wisconsin Central Railway in 1877, which ran between Ashland and 
Milwaukee. The railroad link prompted construction of numerous sawmills 
along the Ashland waterfront.  Washburn was founded as a lumber town in 
1879. In 1883 the "Omaha" line finally reached Bayfield.  In 1895 Bayfield 
County authorized the issuance of bonds worth $275,000 for construction 
of a railroad from Washburn to Iron River. Logging camps and sawmills 
were located at Cornucopia, Herbster and Port Wing.  Some of the logging 
companies started using their own railroads to get logs to the mill or to haul 
lumber from the mill to the commercial carrier. Logging railroads were built, 
fingering out from a main line railroad into the areas to be cut. Hardwoods 
could now be transported to the mills and lumber could be carried directly 
to the major markets in Chicago, St. Louis, and other cities. Farmers from 
the southern part of the state would hire out themselves and their teams of 
horses to logging camps during the winter, often driving their teams to the 
work site on portions of a main line railroad bed. Trains allowed loggers to 
work year-round and to cut timber that had previously been impossible to 
float down rivers. Lumber camps moved deeper into the woods and 
increased in size. Bunkhouses, a kitchen and dining hall, a company store, 
a blacksmith, and a carpentry shop became typical features of these 
camps. The railroads also enabled families to set up housekeeping near 
the logging camps and sawmills. A logging camp would typically operate for 
about five years before being moved to a new location. Doors, windows, 
tools and equipment would be moved to the new location while the 
buildings were left to decay. 
 
The Lake States are criss-crossed with old railroad grades that are 
sometimes used as roads today. Bayfield County was once "crawling" with 
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logging railroads - there were at least eighteen of them operating within the 
Bayfield County limits at one time or another, but when and by whom they 
were built is difficult to determine. Private logging railroads were outside 
any state regulatory jurisdiction and therefore maps and other records 
concerning them are practically non-existent. The county's first logging 
railroad appears to have been the narrow gauge Washburn Northwestern 
built in 1886 by the Bigelow & Walker Lumber Co. of Washburn. Some of 
the more colorful names used by the locals for these trains were the "Battle 
Axe", and "the Peanuts Johnson" railroads. The Cranberry Lumber Co built 
a standard gauge road in Herbster in 1890, which ran for 9 years. The 
Bayfield and Western, a "free-lance" road headquartered in Iron River, 
hauled freight and workers under independent contracts with lumber 
companies. Much of the equipment used by these logging railroads was 
purchased second-hand from the larger railroad companies. These private 
logging railroads were typically short-run affairs - they serviced a sawmill 
from a web of spurs that were abandoned as soon as the timber was cut. 
The rails, ties, plates and spikes were pulled and moved to the next logging 
location where spur was pushed into an uncut stand. During the summer 
months crews would prepare the roadbed and lay the ties and rails 
salvaged from the abandoned spurs. Temporary ties and rails were known 
as "skeleton tracks".  This recycling was done until the holdings of the 
company were exhausted.   
 
 
The Bayfield Area Sawmills 
 
The creation of the sawmill dates back centuries. In the United States there 
was a sawmill in operation in New England by at least 1634 and a few 
colonial mills had gang (parallel) saws that could cut several boards 
simultaneously.  Until the 1850's the sawmills were simple to operate. Early 
mills were taken directly to the forest, a sawpit was created and a 
temporary shelter was built to protect the men and saws from the elements. 
Logs were skidded to the mill by horse or oxen. Wood-burning, high-
pressure steam engines began to appear in sawmills in the early 19th 
century. Circular saws were introduced after 1850, and band saws came 
into widespread use in the United States after the Civil War. As the mills 
grew they were usually established in more permanent facilities on a river 
and the logs were floated to them.    
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The introduction of steam power created new possibilities for the mills and 
changed the entire milling process. The mills could now be built away from 
water and everything became mechanized with the logs disassembled in a 
production line. "As mills became more efficient, they grew bigger. Mills 
employing two to three men gave way to operations with huge equipment 
and hundreds of workers." (NGLVC) 
 

 

 

 

One of the first mills located in the Apostle Islands Chequamegon area was 
a small lumber mill at La Pointe on Madeline Island that had water-powered 
saws. Other lumber operations on the island followed, and by 1860 the 
island's sawmills were turning out one million feet of lumber a year.  In 
1845, the American Fur Company built a small sawmill near the mouth of 
what came to be known as Pike's Creek (S21 T50N R4W).  A dam 
provided waterpower for the mill's operation. It was operated by the 
company for only a brief period of time before being sold to Julius Austrian, 
who in turn sold it to Elisha Pike in 1855. The sawn lumber was taken down 
to Lake Superior by wagon where it was loaded onto lumber schooners at  
Pike's dock.  There were two sawmills operating in Bayfield Township as of 
1860. Robinson D. Pike, the son of Elisha Pike, operated a mill powered by 
a 20 horsepower water wheel. Pike employed three men and cut 300,000 
board feet of pine lumber annually. The second mill, located in Bayfield 
Village and owned by B.G. Davidson and Co., was powered by a 60 
horsepower engine. This mill employed eight men and produced 1,000,000 
board feet of pine and hemlock lumber a year. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

In 1866 R.D. Pike established a steam-powered shingle mill on Madeline 
Island just east of the La Pointe village dock. In 1869 a boiler exploded 
killing three men, injuring others and destroying the buildings. Pike rebuilt 
his mill,  the "Little Daisy",  on the mainland between Second and Fifth 
Streets, with an extensive wharf and boom facilities extending into the bay. 
In 1871 he added a planing mill and continued to expand his plant until it 
became one of the most complete sawmills in northern Wisconsin with the 
best machinery, including some of his own invention. The mill had a dock 
that could handle the largest boats on the lake.  Electric lights allowed the 
mill to operate around the clock during the boom years. The south end of 
town was built up from years of sawmill waste and floodwater debris. Pike 
had his own reservoir in the hill above his mill, and installed a system of 
pipes along the roof of the mill so that the whole roof could be flooded in 
case of fire. By April, 1879 Pike had doubled his mill capacity to meet 
increased demand for lumber, and was also manufacturing shingles, 
flooring, siding and other wood products. 
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In 1860 the Federal Government built a sawmill at the Red Cliff 
Reservation to produce the lumber needed for housing in the community 
and on other reservations. The mill employed about six men and operated 
from 1860 to 1872.  In 1897 the Red Cliff Lumber Co. was created. This 
was the first industrial enterprise established on the Reservation. The 
company operated a sawmill and a planing mill at the northern end of 
Buffalo Bay where the campground is currently located, and built a 
boarding house, store, offices and homes for its employees. Logging 
camps were set up in the surrounding areas. Men from the Reservation 
worked in the logging camps and at the sawmill. Women were employed at 
the boarding house.  The availability of jobs on the Reservation also 
attracted many other people who came to live in the "Swede Town" section 
of town, a community of about 15 -18 families located where the Grand 
Vista Casino now stands.  All of these non-Indians were employed in the 
Red Cliff Lumber Co. enterprise. Unfortunately the mill burned down in 
1905. The Bayfield County Press reported in June 1906 that it "has it on 
good authority that the Red Cliff Lumber Co. will rebuild its mill at Red Cliff 
this season [and] the standing timber holdings of this company ... are 
sufficient to guarantee a run of 6-8 years". The mill was rebuilt in 1907 but 
burned down again in 1910 and was never restored. The Red Cliff Lumber 
Co. was eventually sold to a Canadian company in 1912, and the mill was 
dismantled and shipped to Canada to replace a mill that had burned down.  
 
Henry Wachsmuth was born in Germany in 1874. He started his career as 
a mill worker in Bayfield, and at the age of 25 he started the Wachsmuth 
Lumber Co., a retail lumberyard. In 1906, Wachsmuth purchased Pike's 
"Little Daisy" mill and property for $35,000. (Bayfield County Press Sept. 7, 
1906). There was a huge fire in the lumberyard in September 1908 but the 
mill itself was saved. The company used slab wood to build up some lake 
frontage so that boats could come alongside and pick up cargo. The 
Wachsmuth Lumber Co. also bought the remaining interests of the Red 
Cliff Lumber Co. in 1912, and more or less monopolized the lumbering 
business in the Bayfield area for many years. 
 
Not all of the mills located in logging communities belonged to big 
companies. Sawmill operators might have employed their own logging 
crews but more often than not they purchased logs from independent 
loggers, farmers clearing their fields, or land speculators. Some of the small 
mills catered to the local needs for timber and lath, and some brokered 
lumber through the bigger companies.  Mills were located in Iron River, 
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Washburn, and Moquah. The Cranberry Logging Company logged and 
hauled logs to Bark Point near Herbster for the Merrill & Ring Lumber Co. 
of Duluth MN. There were two logging operations in Port Wing and one in 
Cornucopia.  The area was logged by so many different lumber companies 
that it was hard to find out which camp belonged to whom. While most of 
the logs cut in Bayfield County were manufactured into lumber at mills 
along Chequamegon Bay, quite a large amount of logs was railed or rafted 
to Duluth, Minnesota or Superior, Wisconsin for sawing.  
 
 
The Bayfield Transfer Railway 

 
The City of Bayfield was eventually served by two railroad lines - the 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha (the Omaha) Railway, and the 
Bayfield Transfer Railway. The first "Omaha" train arrived in Bayfield on 
October 12, 1883 finally linking Bayfield to Ashland. The Omaha Railway 
constructed a spur to Pike's sawmill but did nothing else to provide rail 
service to the Bayfield waterfront. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

William F. Dalrymple was born on April 17, 1825 in Sugar Grove, 
Pennsylvania. He began his career by teaching at a public school in 
Warren County, PA, where he was appointed county superintendent of 
schools. He left teaching and established a business in timberland and 
manufacturing of lumber. He then purchased extensive tracts of land in 
North Dakota with his brother, Oliver, where they created a large wheat 
farming operation. Dalrymple arrived in Bayfield in 1882, believing like 
Henry Rice before him, that the town would become a major port city on 
Lake Superior. He had a grand scheme to connect Bayfield to St. Paul and 
Minneapolis by a railroad in order  to provide for the cheap transportation of 
grain to Lake Superior.  William, his brother Oliver, and three other men 
organized the Bayfield Transfer Railroad Company. They rebuilt and 
extended the original Vaughn dock and bought all of the waterfront property 
between Bayfield and Red Cliff, a total of 1200 acres. Dalrymple's plan 
envisioned the creation of a town (named Dalrymple of course) between 
Bayfield and the Red Cliff Reservation, as well as a harbor system 
extending north along the coast with a solid line of slips, warehouses and  
docks for loading passengers and freight. The whole harbor system was to 
be serviced by a four-track main railroad that would run along the shoreline 
to Red Cliff and then inland through the Reservation.  A map, published in 



 17 

November 1892 in conjunction with  the company's solicitation of investors, 
was prepared showing the proposed location of the Bayfield Transfer 
Railway's docks and the layout for the town of Dalrymple. 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dalrymple's railroad project lay dormant until 1896 when two miles of right 
of way was graded.  The next year Dalrymple laid about four miles of track 
from Bayfield to Red Cliff. The line ran along the shore from its terminal and 
roundhouse, proceeded past the city dock at the foot of Rittenhouse 
Avenue onto a curved trestle that carried it over a short stretch of water, 
then back to land where it connected with the Omaha tracks.   A mile south 
of Red Cliff  the Dalrymple railroad connected with another road called the 
Bayfield Harbor and Great Western (BH & GW) , which had been 
incorporated in October 1885. Dalrymple may have had a financial interest 
in the organization of this railroad as well as in the Transfer. This second 
road had six miles of track heading northwest from Roy's Point to the 
Raspberry River. This line was an almost immediate failure, and after two 
months of operation it was leased to the Bayfield Transfer.  
 

     
 

                

 
 

 
 

                                  

 

 

                                    Partial Map of Proposed Location of the Bayfield Transfer Railway Docks at Roys Point 
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The first train ran on the Transfer line on April 25, 1898.  Soon three trains 
a day made the round trip carrying passengers, freight and mail. The train 
actually carried a negligible amount of local and passenger traffic and 
Dalrymple found it more profitable to lease the railroad for shipment of 
lumber and logs. There was an immediate economic impact resulting from 
the extension of the railway north out of Bayfield. As previously stated, in 
1897 the Red Cliff Lumber Company was established and a new sawmill 
was built on the Reservation in 1898. The newspaper reported that 110 
men were employed at the mill and yards and additional men were working 
at a new store and boarding house. Thirty-five new homes were built on the 
Reservation, and the Catholic Church opened a school for forty children.  
"The steamer 'Hunter' lands [at the new dock] instead of at Chief Buffalo's 
where she has been landing heretofore." (BCP Sept. 3, 1898). Two years 
later William Knight built a large sawmill at Roy's Point. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

Bayfield Transfer Track Through Bayfield Harbor 
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A third line called the Bayfield Western was incorporated in April 1899. The 
BW's goal was to construct six miles of track from the BH & GW road by 
December 1899 in order to collect additional bond money. It should be 
noted that many of the railroad land grants were tainted by corruption - 
many of the roads did not need land grants to be built, and some of the 
railroads that received grants were unnecessary and should not have been 
built in the first place (i.e. they were built simply to obtain and profit from a 
land grant). The Bayfield Western may have fallen into this category of 
"corrupt" land grant railroads.  The promoter of the line was quite unpopular 
among local residents based on his prior dealings and, in an effort to keep 
the line from being completed in time, the locals resorted to sabotage. 
Telegraph wires were cut, employees were encouraged to quit, and on the 
last day of construction the saboteurs set out barrels of whiskey to get the 
employees drunk. Everything the locals tried, worked, and construction was 

 
 

 
 

 

    
 

 

 
 

Bayfield Transfer Track Along the Lake Out of Bayfield 
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not completed until six hours passed the deadline, too late for the promoter 
to collect the bond money. This line also ended up being leased to the 
Bayfield Transfer.  Together, the three railway lines constructed a 
continuous fifteen miles of road that ran along the shoreline north of 
Bayfield to Red Cliff and then across the peninsula to Racket Creek. 
(Racket Creek flows north into the Sand River approximately 2/3s of the 
way across the northern end of the Bayfield Peninsula.)  
 
 

 

 
The dock and warehouse facilities that Dalrymple had envisioned were 
never built.  Dalrymple died in 1901 and while his town project was never 
realized, the land on both sides of Highway 13 from the current entrance of 
Roy's Point Road up to Bressette Road is still referred to as the Dalrymple 
Subdivision. Following Dalrymple's death, his estate continued its 
ownership of the railway, leasing it to individuals or companies that ran it as 
a logging road.  In 1914 the Wachsmuth Lumber Co. purchased the right-
of-way for all of the railway lines and ran The Transfer as a private logging 
railroad, shuttling crews and lumber between the company's logging camps 
and its mill in Bayfield.  The Transfer still existed as a common carrier to 
haul freight, but passenger service between Red Cliff and Bayfield ceased 
at this time. The western 5.59 miles of the main line were abandoned in 
1921 and another .41 miles of track were lifted in 1922.  During the last few 
years of The Transfer's operation the crews were afraid to man the train as 
it ran across the bridge over Racket Creek due to the deterioration of the 
bridge. The engineer and fireman simply hopped off the train as it slowly 
approached the bridge and allowed the engine to steam across on its own. 
When the locomotive came to a stop the crew walked across the bridge 
and got back on board.  
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                                      ROY'S POINT 

 

 

 

                                       (1893 to 1920) 
 
 
Original Ownership of Roy's Point 

 
It will come as no surprise that the area known as Roy's Point was named 
after the first man to acquire title to the property following the signing of the 
Treaty of September 30, 1854. A document  at the Bayfield Heritage Center 
suggests that the land was originally the subject of an 1856 Military Land 
Warrant. A warrant was the first step in land patenting, typically given as 
payment for military service.  The allotment was determined by the soldier's 
rank and time of service. Congress passed four military land warrant acts 
between 1847 and 1855, granting title to 60 million acres of public land to 
veterans and their heirs with a maximum allotment of 160 acres. Families 
usually sold their warrants for cash to third parties who then presented 
them to the general land office as payments for parcels of public land. 
 
Vincent Roy Jr. was the son of an Indian Trader from Minnesota. He was 
born around 1825 in Minnesota and lived for a time in the 1850's with his 
family at La Pointe Village. By 1870 he had married and moved to Superior 
Wisconsin. I was not able to determine if he served in the military but he did 
act as an interpreter for Senator Rice and participated in that capacity at 
the signing of the 1854 Treaty.  (See photograph of Vincent Roy and his 
brothers, Peter and Frank.) I also was not able to determine if he received 
a military land warrant, but on July 16, 1855 he recorded the original patent 
to Government Lots 1 and 2 in Section 6 Township 50 North Range 3 
West, a parcel of land containing just under 100 acres. (Bayfield County 
Land Office, Vol. 1 Deeds, page 175.)  Roy also owned 146 acres of land 
which he sold to Henry W. Rice in 1854 for $500, land used by Rice in 
conjunction with his additional 349 acres to establish the new town of 
Bayfield. (Bayfield Press, Dec. 10, 1898).  
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Copy of Original Patent Deed 
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Henry Rice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1869 Roy sold Government Lots 1 and 2 to Gordon Colby of 

Massachusetts (Deeds Vol. 4,p. 517), who in turn 
quitclaimed an undivided one-third interest to Henry 
Rice and another undivided one-third interest to 
Eldredge G. Roberts of New York. These men were 
part of a group of eastern financiers formed to build 
the Lake Superior and Mississippi Railroad. The 
group purchased a total of 600 acres of land, which 
they envisioned would be used for terminals and 
docks to be linked to the proposed Northern Pacific 
Railway.  Their efforts to build a railroad ended in 
1878 due in large part to the dredging of a harbor in 
Duluth Minnesota.  Members of the group continued 
to hold title to the undeveloped property until 1882.  

 

                      

 

    Upper Left: Frank Roy, Vincent Roy, E. Roussin, Old (Frank) Do, Peter Roy, 

Jos. Gourneau, and D. Geo. Morrison, Chippewa Indian Persons,  Chippewa Treaty, 

Washington, D. C. 1845 --- So marked St. Louis Hist. Lib. and Douglas Co. Museum 
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It was not until work began to extend "The Omaha" from Ashland to 
Bayfield that a renewed interest arose with respect to building a railroad 
through Roy's Point.  By 1883 William F. Dalrymple  had acquired and 
consolidated all of the interests in Government Lots 1, 2, and 3 and 
developed the Bayfield Transfer Railway.   Dalrymple died in 1901,  but title 
to the Roy's Point property continued to be held by his estate until 1925 
with Herbert Hale serving as Trustee. During this time the property was 
occupied by three separate lumber businesses, a boarding house, a horse 
barn, and a number of houses. Since the land continued to be owned by 
the Dalrymple estate, the mills and houses would have to have been built 
under some kind of lease or tenancy arrangement. According to the census 
records most of the people living along Red Cliff Road and Roy’s Point 
Road in 1910 stated that they were renters. By 1920 many of these same 
people were stating that they owned their homes.  Only the Dalrymple 
estate was listed as the responsible party for payment of the real estate 
taxes during this period of time. 
 
 
The Roy's Point Community 

 

The hand-drawn map prepared by Ernie LaPointe is the primary source of 
information about Roy's Point that I was able to find, and the starting point 
for my research. The map depicts Roy's Point from Highway 13 to the lake 
between Lindquist Road and East Bresette Hill Road. It shows the area as 
being bisected by two railroads, the main "logging railroad" and a 
secondary "railroad to sawmills".  The map also shows the approximate 
location of twenty-four homes , plus a boarding house, two sawmills, a 
horse barn, several box factory buildings, a hot pond, docks, and several 
lumber and slab yards.  The map is undated but based on the information I 
was able to obtain the map appears to be an attempt to show what Roy's 
Point looked like between 1911 and 1920.  
 
A quick word about Ernie LaPointe. He was born in 1903 in the Swede 
Town section of Red Cliff, the son of Phillipe and Louise LaPointe. Phillipe 
LaPointe was a logger from Canada who had immigrated to Michigan in 
1890. As of 1900 he was listed alone as a boarder in Red Cliff.  In the 1905 
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State census Phillipe and Louise (then age 45) and their ten children were 
all living in Red Cliff. Three of their children were born in Canada, five had 
been born in Michigan, and two (including Ernie) were born in Wisconsin.  
In June 1908 Phillipe LaPointe was killed in an accident that was 
graphically reported in the newspaper. "A fatal accident occurred at the mill 
of the Bayfield Mill Company Wednesday afternoon at 4:15 when Phillipe 
LaPointe, an employee at the mill, was mangled in machinery. Mr. LaPointe 
was employed at the resaw, near the live rolls and in some unaccountable 
manner his apron became entangled in the gearing and he was pulled into 
the machinery. As quickly as possible he was taken from his precarious 
position and it was found that a large piece of flesh and bone had been torn 
from his right side. Dr. Mitchell of this city was immediately summoned and 
rendered all possible assistance and the injured man was removed to his 
home. He was so badly injured however, that medical attendance proved of 
no avail, and he passed away yesterday afternoon at about 4 o'clock. Mr. 
LaPointe was about 56 years old and leaves a family and other relatives 
residing at Red Cliff and in this city." (BCP June 12, 1908) After Phillipe's 
death, Louise moved her young family from Red Cliff to Bayfield where she 
worked as a midwife.   Phillipe LaPointe's estate sued the Bayfield Mill 
Company and obtained a judgment of $4,500. The estate appealed and the 
case was remanded for retrial. After a four day trial the estate obtained a 
judgment for $7,500. (BCP May 19, 1911). In 1913 Louise bought a house 
on Highway 13 where she lived with Ernie, his sister, Beatrice, and his 
three brothers Harry, Philip ("Pitt"), and Eli. All four brothers worked at the 
sawmills. Ernie was working at the Wachsmuth mill the day it closed in 
1924. Ernie married Mildred (Millie) Anderson in 1930 and they had two 
daughters, Yvonne and Marilyn. Ernie lost his job during the 1930's 
Depression and started fishing. When the lamprey eels decimated the 
fishing industry in the 1950's Ernie became a tugboat operator, and worked 
in all of the Great Lakes until his retirement in 1975. Ernie and Mildred were 
very active in the Bayfield community, Ernie serving as Chairman of the 
City Council at the time of the 1942 Flood. Ernie died in 1988. His brother 
Pitt lived in the family home on Highway 13 and operated a grocery store 
there until 1972. (From a taped interview of Mildred LaPointe, 1988)  
According to Ernie's son-in-law Dave Moody, Ernie did not draw the map of 
Roy's Pointe during the time he was living there with his mother, but Ernie 
was known for his remarkable historical memory. Ernie's map refers to the 
LaPointe house as "The New Outpost" so it may have been drawn around 
1972 when the property was sold and turned into The Outpost bar.  
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1. Before the Mills (1856 to 1895): 
As previously noted, logging on the islands and at Red Cliff began in the 
late 1850's and early 1860's, and logging at Roy's Point probably started at 
about the same time given the land's proximity to the lake and to sawmills 
in Bayfield and Red Cliff.  It is possible that Vincent Roy sold timber off the 
property between 1855 and 1869. Henry Rice and his partners do not 
appear to have taken any concrete steps to develop Roy's Point in 
conjunction with their railroad project, but they may have sold the timber to 
third parties  as a way of clearing the land for the railroad they planned to 
build. One of the early loggers on the peninsula was William Knight who 
may have logged the area extensively before establishing his sawmill in 
1900. Knight started logging on the mainland in 1875, getting out 300,000 
board feet of lumber his first year which he took to Pike's mill for cutting. In 
March 1882 it was reported in The Press that "if nothing unusual happens, 
William Knight expects to finish getting in his 2,000,000 feet of logs on 
Buffalo Bay next week."  
 
On LaPointe's map there is a small dock extending out into Buffalo Bay 
near the mouth of the creek.  This dock was probably put in prior to 1900. 
On January 10, 1891 the paper wrote that "Messrs Ellis, Hopkins and 
Knowles of Ashland, having purchased the sawmill formerly located at 
Pratt, have moved it to two miles from Bayfield, a camp recently used by 
Fred Fischer, and will saw hard wood lumber. The mill will be run day and 
night from now until April next. The timber to be cut is mostly oak with a 
sprinkling of pine, the latter having been cut off several years ago. ... The 
lumber will be shipped to Ashland from Buffalo Bay. ..."Then on June 6, 
1891 the paper wrote, "The Lake Superior Lumber Company has been 
organized with headquarters at Bayfield. The yards will be at Buffalo Bay. 
They will deal in oak lumber and other hardwoods mostly. ..."Eight years 
later another article appeared. "The Weed Lumber Company who are 
getting out cedar on Bear Island are now transferring their cut to Roy's 
Point. It is being loaded at the old hardwood dock and piled near the grade 
that runs down to the dock and will be shipped by rail. The Bayfield 
Transfer will lay a side track there, work to be commenced in a few days." 
(BCP Nov. 4, 1899)  
 
In addition to being used as a lumberyard prior to 1900, the property was 
also used as a baseball field and appears to have been a popular picnic 
and camping site for people coming out from town by boat or carriage.  On 
February 23, 1883 the Bayfield County Press wrote that Bayfield "has two 
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very fair carriage roads extending up and down the bay for several miles, 
the one leading to Red Cliff, five miles up the bay being so far as beauty is 
concerned, one of the handsomest drives in the county."   On June 9, 1894 
the paper reported that "Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Hale and Mr. and Mrs. L.M. 
Dickerson and family are camped at Roy's Point."  Even after the Bayfield 
Mill Co. began operations, Roy's Point was being used for picnics. "A party 
of picnickers journeyed to Roy's point (sic) Thursday and spent the day." 
(BCP Aug. 23, 1902). This suggests that the land was not completely 
cleared at this point in time.  
 
 

 
 

2. The Bayfield Transfer Railway (1896 to 1924):  
Both of the railroads depicted on LaPointe's map belonged to the Bayfield 
Transfer which started in Bayfield, ran along the shoreline until reaching the 
ravine on Ken Dobson's property (Government Lot 3), and then cut 
diagonally across Roy's Point and the creek (Government Lots 1 and 2) to 
Red Cliff.  The location of the main railroad bed is clearly visible today, and 
a portion is now a nature trail through the cottage condominium property. A 
secondary set of tracks branched off the main line and ran parallel to the 
lake shore, crossing the creek where the Brickyard Creek Road bridge is 
now located, then down to the shoreline and along the lake to Red Cliff. 
Again the location of this second track is still visible.  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Construction of the line through Roy's Point appears to have begun during 
the summer of 1896. "A carload of horses and equipments for the 
construction of the Dalrymple railroad arrived Monday and work resumed 
Wednesday. There is about two miles of road graded, one branch 
extending to Red Cliff, and the other to Buffalo Bay, and branching off 
towards the west, to make connections with some other system. The 
gentlemen in charge of the work refuse to affirm or deny it, but it is 
generally understood that a great deal of work will be done on the road this 
year." (BCP May 23, 1896). Later that summer the paper reported that 
rapid progress was being made on the railroad and that track was expected 
to be laid by fall. (BCP July 18, 1896). It was not until 1898 however that 
the line was completed and ready for operation. "Next Monday morning ... 
the Bayfield Transfer Railway Co. will start its first regular train on the road 
between here and Buffalo Bay, ... making three round trips daily, except 
Sundays." (BCP Apr. 23, 1898). Once the Transfer got started it became so 
popular that Sunday trips to Buffalo Bay were added. During the summer, 
baseball games were played at Red Cliff and the kids in Bayfield would 
walk out to them knowing that the crew of the Transfer would give them a 
free ride back.  
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One interesting aside - the treatment for smallpox in those days was 
isolation, and each community had a "pest house". Bayfield's pest house 
was located along the Transfer tracks about a mile out of town. 
 
3. The Bayfield Mill Company (1900 to 1913):   
William Knight logged at Frog's Bay for five years, from 1895 to 1900 taking 
his lumber to the R.D. Pike sawmill in Bayfield for cutting. In 1900 Knight 
formed the Bayfield Mill Company and built his own sawmill at Roy's Point. 
This mill is referred to on Ernie LaPointe's map as the "Weber" mill and 
horse barn.  "For some time the Press has been promising its readers that 
Bayfield was to have a new industry in the way of a sawmill, and this week 
takes great pleasure in informing them that our fellow townsman, Wm. 
Knight, will erect and operate the same. The site adjoins the ball grounds 
north on the bay shore and is one of the finest on this bay. ... The Bayfield 
Transfer Railway, already constructed and operated, runs through the 
property to be used for years, thus rendering shipments by rail all that could 
be desired, while the harbor frontage is of such character that the expense 
of building docks for water shipment and boomage grounds for holding logs 
is trifling when compared with many other locations. The mill will be fitted to 
manufacture all kinds of timber, and its owner now owns stumpage enough 
to keep the plant running at its full capacity for at least six years. In addition 
he is negotiating for other tracts and will do custom sawing in large and 
small lots or will purchase homesteader's pine, hemlock, cedar, basswood 
and hardwood logs. The owner, Wm. Knight, is a practical lumberman of 
over a quarter of a century's successful experience ... and having ample 
capital of his own is well equipped to build up and maintain an industry that 
will be alike profitable to him and the community in which it is located." 
(BCP Mar. 3, 1900) 
 
While an agreement was reached between Dalrymple's company and 
William Knight in March 1900, a written contract was not signed until 
August 8. Under the terms of this agreement, Knight was granted the right 
to build his mill and other buildings on 6.7 acres of land located along the 
creek from the lake shore back to within 100 feet of the Transfer tracks. He 
was also granted the right to build lumber docks and a log boom in the lake 
in front of the mill. Knight's right to maintain and operate the mill on this 
land was granted for a term of ten years although he had the option to 
terminate the agreement after five years. At the end of the ten year period 
Knight was required to remove all mill buildings, machinery, and any slab 
fill along the lake shore, but he was to leave the docks, booms and other 
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William Knight 

improvements. The only financial requirement imposed on Knight for the 
use of the land was his obligation to pay all taxes and assessments levied 
during the ten-year period.  
 
The mill was run on steam power and would have been operated in the 
same manner as other steam powered mills of that time period.  These 
mills were typically two-story wooden buildings set on concrete 
foundations. The Knight sawmill projected out into the lake on pilings. Logs 
were fed from the boom site onto a continuously moving chain with teeth 
welded to it, called a "bull chain", which pulled them up an incline to the 
mill's second floor where they were then transferred to a "carriage" which 
took them to the saws. Each mill contained two circular saws with log 
carriages sliding back and forth on short tracks paralleling the saws. The 
carriage rig at Knight's mill (a "Howell Left Hander") was fifty feet long and 
made of heavy cast iron and steel mounted on a wooden structure.  Men 
guided and pushed the logs through the first set of saws where they were 
cut on all four sides to square the log. The logs were then fed through a set 
of parallel saws called gang or gate saws, which operated in unison to cut 
the squared-off log into one-inch planks before rolling out to the gang 

edgers and cut-off saws. The gang edger 
had many blades capable of edging 
several boards at one time, while the cut-
off saw trimmed the ends of the boards or 
cut them to designated lengths. There 
would have been a constant flow of liquid 
(water or oil) over the different blades to 
facilitate cutting and to keep the blades 
cool and clean.  The skins, bark, and 
sapwood fell onto more rollers, which 
passed them on to the furnaces.  The 
sawn wood was sent along a separate 
series of rollers that looked like a long 
table. Prior to the 1880's lumber was air-
dried which took a year. The mills 
operating in the 1900's used a drying kiln, 
which could dry the lumber in days. Once 
the wood was dried the lumber was sorted 

and stacked. Boilers were used for the steam-powered circular saws, band 
saws, and planing saws, and for the drying kilns. These boilers were 
enclosed in a brick building. 
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Compared to the old water-powered mills, production efficiency was 
increased, but the capital cost of a new mill also increased substantially.  
Getting rid of the mountains of sawdust and waste product that 
accumulated at the sawmills was always a problem. Scrap lumber from the 
mill, of course, provided a steady fuel source for firing the boiler.  In some 
yards slab wood was laid down as fill, burned in a steel burner, or hauled 
away for kitchen stove wood.  Slabwood was also used for the docks or to 
create "lake frontage". Other waste was manufactured into laths. Sawdust 
was used as insulation for the houses and to store ice during the summer. I 
was not able to find any specific information on the purpose of the ground 
floor, but surmise that it was used in the same manner as the original 
sawpit - to collect the sawdust and other waste product, which kept the 
second floor cutting deck clear of debris.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 

 

           
 

 

Weber/Knight Sawmill Roy’s Point ca.1900 
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By 1903 it was reported that Knight owned one of the three mills in the 
Bayfield area and that his mill was "a first class mill" employing fifty men 
and cutting about 15 million board feet of lumber plus lath each season. 
(BCP, July 10, 1903). In 1905 Knight sold the Bayfield Mill Company to 
Wilson & Weber of Menonomonie, Wisconsin for approximately 
$50,000.00. (BCP June 30, 1905)  I was not able to identify "Wilson", and 
he probably stayed in Menomonie. William H. Weber, however, arrived in 
Bayfield in November 1905 to take up permanent residency. Weber was 
born in 1878 in Wisconsin, the son of German immigrants. In 1905 he was 
28 years old and living with his parents in Menomonie where he and his 
father worked as "lumber merchants". That same year he arrived in 
Bayfield to take over the Bayfield Mill Company and was soon actively 
involved in the community as a member of the newly formed Bayfield 
Commercial Club and later served as secretary of the school board. He 
married Winnifred Pringle in 1906 and his son Wallace was born in 1910. 
He does not appear to have owned any property in Bayfield. The 1910 
census records state that he was renting his home. He gave his occupation 
as "lumber manufacturer" and "employer".  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

            
 

 

 

Weber Mill at Roy's Point Showing the Platform and Elevated Tramway 1905 - 1913 
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Weber ran the Bayfield Mill Company from 1905 to 1913.  He also formed 
the William Weber Lumber Company and purchased land near the 
Raspberry River in the northern part of the Bayfield peninsula. The Bayfield 
Mill Company owned an additional 800 plus acres of timberland. In 1906 
Weber made improvements to the mill, added more space to the 
lumberyards, and built extensive new docks. (BCP Oct. 26, 1906). By 1911 
the company assets included the sawmill, lumberyards and a horse barn. 
An architectural drawing prepared for insurance purposes shows the layout 
of the facility.    There were at least six tramways extending throughout the 
lumberyards that were  located  on the north side  of the creek back to the 
Transfer Railroad tracks. Another tramway led onto a set of lumber docks 
that extended out into Lake Superior, one measuring 310 feet and the other 
measuring 500 feet. Horses would have been used to pull the loaded cars 
along a set of rails on these tramways. The mill was powered by a series of 
steam boilers with water drawn from the lake and from a gravity filled well.  
Behind the building was a round 90-foot high refuse burner and a small lath 
mill. According to Ernie LaPointe's map, the bay from Brickyard Creek to 
Red Cliff  "was always full of logs."   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Insurance Schematic for Bayfield Mill Co – Sawmill  1911   Sandborn Map Co.  
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A newspaper article from 1911 reported that Weber had sold the entire 
timber holdings of the Bayfield Mill Company to Henry Wachsmuth, and 
that he was thinking of discontinuing operation of the sawmill at Roy's 
Point. It wasn't until August, 1913 that Weber and his family finally left 
Bayfield and moved to Coeur d'Alene, Idaho where he continued working in 
the lumber business. Weber died in 1986 in Modesto, California.  There 
were no other news articles about the Bayfield Mill Company after 1913 
and the mill probably stopped operating at that time. There was no 
contemporary newspaper report of any sale of the assets, or that the 
sawmill had burned down. A newspaper article in The Chequamegon Sun, 
dated July 15, 1976, reported that the Howell carriage rig was acquired by 
the Feldmeyer brothers and that they in turn sold the rig to the Hokanson 
brothers in 1923 who had it removed to their property in Little Sand Bay. 
The article went on to state that all that remained of the Knight mill as of 
1976 were "the massive concrete foundations, some ten feet high and as 
big as box cars ... almost lost in an incredible jungle of brush and grasses 
and trees.” All that remains of the mill today are the foundations for the mill 
engine and the refuse burner. Piles of bricks can also be seen at the site,  
and several of the old dock cribs and pilings as well as the pipe that drew 
the water from the lake to the boilers can be seen in the lake.  
 
4. Finch-Bell Company (1906 to 1909):   
The Finch-Bell Company was incorporated in October 1905. It bought 
23,000 acres of cedar trees on the north shore and in 1906 it leased land at 
Roy's Point from the Bayfield Transfer Railway Company for its cedar 
yards.  "The location secured by the Finch-Bell Co. is one of the best on 
the harbor front and gives the company ample room [to store its lumber]." 
(BCP Jan. 5, 1906) This cedar yard would have been located on the south 
side of Brickyard Creek where the Roy's Point Marina is currently situated. 
Ernie LaPointe also notes on his map that the yard was used for a ball field.   
 
 
The head of Finch-Bell was a man named Merton J. Bell of Bellwood 
Wisconsin. Bellwood is an unincorporated area in Douglas County situated 
between Brule and Maple on Highway 2.  Bell was born in Maine, and 
probably came west through Michigan since that is where his wife was 
born. The 1900 Federal Census listed Merton Bell as a hotelkeeper in 
Brule. By 1910 he recorded his occupation as the proprietor of a sawmill. 
His name appeared in the 1910 census for both Brule, Wisconsin and 
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Minneapolis, Minnesota. Bell's sawmill was not located at Roy's Point. The 
Finch-Bell cedar yard was taken over by the Kurz-Downey Company of 
Chicago in 1909 and both the cedar yard operation and the company office 
was moved to Ashland. By the 1930 census Bell had moved to Minneapolis 
and was President of the Wholesale Cedar Pole Manufacturing Co. 
 
5. Kurz-Downey Box Factory (1910 to 1913):   
Ernie LaPointe's map shows a second mill at Roy's Point between a ravine 
and Roy's Point Road. This mill was built by the Kurz-Downey Company on 
land currently owned by Ken Dobson. Work commenced on the facility in 
June 1909. The company built a sawmill, drying kilns, a power house and a 
box factory. A large dock extended out into the lake. The mill was finished 
and in operation by April 1, 1910 and was expected to employ 150 
laborers, both skilled and unskilled, during the 1910 season.  In addition the 
company built a plant to manufacture excelsior. (BCP April 1, and May 27, 
1910). Excelsior, or wood wool, was made out of thin wood shavings from a 
variety of wood (including aspen, pine, poplar, basswood, and spruce), and 
was used for packing breakable objects or as stuffing for furniture and toys.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

 

    
 

 

 

First Kurz-Downey Sawmill 1910 
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Fires broke out in the Bayfield area during the summer drought of 1910. In 
June, fires were reported near the Kurz-Downey box factory, the Skyes 
farm in Salmo, and on the north end of Madeline Island. "These fires were 
of such a serious nature that large crews of men were sent out to fight them 
and endeavor to check the rapid advance upon valuable property. It was 
only after strenuous efforts in backfiring and other methods that the fires 
near the box factory and Salmo were gotten under control." The damage 
on Madeline Island was limited to timber. (BCP June 17, 1910). On June 24 
a "disastrous" fire broke out in Red Cliff and the mill there burned down. 
Then, on November 10, 1910, the Kurz-Downey box factory was 
completely destroyed after a fire broke out in one of the dry kilns. The fire 
started at the west end of the dry kiln and was driven by a northwest wind 
that caused all of the buildings except the excelsior plant to ignite. The tug 
"Bayfield" spent the night throwing water on the lumberyards, saving the 
lumber, but four loaded Omaha cars were destroyed. (BCP Nov. 11 and 12, 
1910). The company reportedly sustained a loss of $60,000.00. (The loss 
was insured by the T.E. Brennan Co. of Milwaukee, Wisconsin.) 
Efforts were immediately made by the local community to encourage Kurz-
Downey to rebuild its mill and box factory. An editorial in the December 23, 
1910 paper asked: " Will Kurz-Downey Rebuild its Roy's Point Plant after 
Fire?"   Citing rumors that the company was thinking of relocating in  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 

                                          
 

 

Second Kurz-Downey Sawmill 1911-1913 
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Ashland, the paper argued that Bayfield needed to offer inducements to 
keep the company. "This plant, if erected and in full operation would 
employ between 125 and 200 men at an average wage of two dollars per 
day." (BCP Dec. 23, 1910). Apparently the inducements were made 
because on January 19, 1911 William Kurz announced that the company 
would rebuild its plant at Roy's Point. The new plant was finished and ready 
for operation by May 1, 1911 under the name, the Bayfield Box and Lumber 
Company.   

 
An insurance drawing for the Bayfield Box and Lumber Company depicts 
the mill as set back from the shoreline with a set of four boilers between the 
mill and a spur line from the Transfer tracks. On the other side of this track 
was a lath mill. Waste product from the mill was conveyed through the lath 
mill and out to a refuse pile that was "burning constantly". A piece of sheet 
metal protected the mill from this refuse pile. The finished hardwood lumber 
was piled in nine stacks measuring up to 15 feet high, and divided by 
driveways.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Insurance Schematic for Bayfield Box & Lumber Co. 1911  Sandborn Map Co.  
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Up until 1911 the two mills at Roy's Point operated only during the summer 
season. When Kurz-Downey rebuilt their mill they also created a hot pond 
on the south side of the mill. Exhaust steam from the mill could now be 
vented into the water of the hot pond where frozen logs could be thawed 
out to make the wood easier to cut.  The water in the hot pond would also 
clean sand and grit off the logs thereby keeping the saws sharper longer. 
The hot pond enabled the mill to continue operating through the winter.  
 
Construction work on a big box factory was also planned to begin during 
the summer of 1911, but by October 1912 those plans were scrapped due 
to financing issues and a labor shortage. Unfortunately the new mill did not 
last long. In July 1913 the plant was destroyed by fire. "How the fire 
originated is not known, but was discovered by one of the workers returning 
to the plant. Flames were seen emerging through the roof and before help 
arrived the plant was in ruins. The loss is estimated at between fifty and 
sixty thousand dollars, covered by insurance." (BCP July 4, 1913). This 
time the company abandoned the site and, with the closing of the Bayfield 
Mill Company in August of that year, the sawmill operations at Roy's Point 
came to an end. The hot pond, various pieces of the foundations of the 
Kurz-Downey mill and other buildings, and cribs from the large dock can 
still be seen on the site.  
 
 
And What of the People Living at Roy's Point? 

   

According to LaPointe's map there were 28 houses located along the Red 
Cliff Road (Highway 13) between Lindquist Road and East Bresette Hill 
Road and down Roy's Point Road, plus a boarding house. The State and 
Federal Census records are of limited value since they only reflect the 
names of people living in Bayfield Township on one day every ten years, 
and since the records were handwritten, problems arise in trying to track 
family names because of spelling errors and/or illegible writing. The records 
do however add verification to the accuracy of LaPointe's map and provide 
some insight into the nature of the community.  
 
According to these records, there were twenty-two families and eight 
borders living in Roy's Point and working for either Kurz-Downey or the 
Bayfield Mill Company in 1910. Only three people said that they owned 
their homes. I cannot verify this, but it is probable that one or both of the 
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two mills built these homes and the boarding house for their employees.  
By 1920 the two mills at Roy's Point and the mill at Red Cliff were closed 
but there were still seventeen families living in the community, thirteen of 
whom said that they now owned their homes.  Most of the men reported 
that they were working at either a lumber mill or a logging camp. These 
must have been the Wachsmuth logging camps and the "Little Daisy" mill in 
Bayfield.  
 

 
 

 

 

The 1930 census records are the last records available to the public at this 
time. I was able to identify thirteen families who appear to have been living 
in the Roy's Point area along Highway 13, almost all of whom were 
engaged in farming. Two of the families on Ernie LaPoint's map had moved 
to Russell where they were farming. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Ernie LaPointe's Map and Census Records  
 
1. Red Cliff Road 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sandstrom 

Arvid Sandstrom was not listed in the 1910 census but he did appear on 
the 1920 census for Bayfield Township. At that time he was 36 years old 
and his wife Martha was 32.  They had four children: Emil (age 10), John 
(age 8), Arnold (age 6) and Evelyn (age 4). Arvid emigrated from Sweden 
in 1904 and his wife emigrated from Norway in 1891. Arvid was a laborer at 
a lumber mill and owned his home free of any mortgage.  
 

 
 

 

 

In 1930 the family was listed as renting their farm for $60.00 per month. 
Arvid was occupied as a farmer.  

 

 

 
 

 

Stephen Brown  
In the 1910 census Stephen Brown and his wife were living in a home they 
rented on Red Cliff Road. They were both 56 years old and had been 
married for 5 years. Mrs. Brown was probably a widow as she had had 
seven children, none of whom were living with them at the time. Brown was 
working as a stock picker at the sawmill. The Browns were both from 
Canada. They were not listed on the 1920 census and may have 
temporarily or permanently returned to Canada. 
 

Thomas Grady 

In 1900 Thomas Grady and his wife Margaret were living in a house they 
rented on the Red Cliff Reservation with their four children. Thomas was 
born in Canada in 1859/60 and Margaret, also of Canada was born in 
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1860/61.  The Gradys were married in 1888 and came to the United States 
that same year. Three of their children were born in Minnesota: William Earl 
(1889), Mary Lylan (1895), and Flora (1897). Their son Lymar would be 
born in Bayfield in 1903.   The State Census for 1905 listed Thomas and 
Margaret Grady as living in Ashland but with only three children Earl (age 
16), Lylan (age 9), and Lymar (age 2). By 1910 the family was living in a 
home they rented on Red Cliff Road and Thomas was working as a 
watchman at the sawmill. 
 
 

 

In 1920 the Gradys, with sons William and Lymar, were still living on Red 
Cliff Road, but now Thomas owned his home (subject to a mortgage)  and 
was employed as a laborer on the railroad.  In the 1930 census Thomas 
was retired and he and Margaret were living with their daughter Lylan and 
her husband Coty Wroten in Black Hawk, Iowa.  
 
 

 

James Windsor 
James Windsor was born in Canada in 1869/70 and immigrated to the 
United States in 1883. He married Catherine (dob 1865) in 1902. They both 
became naturalized citizens in 1903. In 1905 the Windsors were living in 
Washburn. According to the 1910 Federal census the couple were living in 
a rented home on Red Cliff Road, and James was working as a  laborer at 
the sawmill, while his wife worked as a cook at the boarding house.  
 
In the 1920 census the Windsors were still living on the Red Cliff Road with 
a stepson (George L. Cameron) age 25, and an adopted daughter Cecilia 
age 5. At this time James stated that he owned the house (no mortgage). 
He was working as a laborer at a sawmill and his stepson George was 
working in a logging camp. By 1930 James Windsor, now  a widower, was 
living in Russell, Wisconsin where he owned his own farm and listed his 
occupation as a truck farm employer. 
 
B. Stahl 
Beatrice Stahl was Ernie LaPointe's sister. She had married Alan Stahl and 
had  lived on Madeline Island until Alan drowned off the dock at Woods 
Manor. She moved to the mainland and bought the LaPointe house, which 
she turned into a grocery store. Beatrice lived with her mother-in-law before 
taking over the home located near Brickyard Creek. Ernie and his bride 
Millie, lived with Beatrice when they were first married in 1930, which is 
probably why he included her home on his map. The house burned down in 
1988 and now there is a trailer home located on the site. 
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Gusa (sp?) 
In the 1910 census I found a listing for Elmore and Elise Gusa or Gwen in 
Bayfield Township. Elmore was 47 years old, born in New York, and an 
engineer at a sawmill. They were renting their home. I was not able to find 
any other listing for the family but that may have been due to illegible 
spelling. 
 
G. Bark 
Godfrey Bark (age 22) and his wife Anna (age 31) are listed on the State 
census for 1905 and appear to be living in a home they rented on Red Cliff 
Road. Godfrey was working as a common laborer at that time. I could not 
find a listing on the 1910 census. 
 
On the 1920 census Gotfried (age 37) and Anna (age 42) are living in a 
home they now owned on Red Cliff Road. They had emigrated from 
Sweden in 1902 and had four children all born in Wisconsin: Margaret (age 
14), Oscar (age 11), Axel (age 7) and Ruth (age 4). Gottfried worked as a 
laborer in a logging camp in 1920. I was not able to find the family in the 
1930 census records. 
 

 
 

 
 

August Roy 
August Roy appears on the 1910 census as living in Red Cliff with his wife 
"Annina". He was born in 1874 in French Canada. (He may have been 
related to Vincent Roy Jr.)  In 1910 he was working in a box factory along 
with two of his seven children.   
 
 
 

 

In the 1920 census he was living on Red Cliff Road with his wife "Salina" or 
"Seline" (age 49) and four of their children. At this time August owned his 
house and was working as a laborer at a lumber mill and two of his sons 
worked as laborers at a logging camp. In 1930 he was still on Red Cliff 
Road working on his farm.  
 
 
 

 

There were two other Roy families that appeared in the 1910 census 
records as living in the Roy's Point area, Anton and G.G. Roy. Anton was 
from Maine and worked as a teamster at the sawmill while G.G. Roy was a 
filer. Neither of these two men appear to have been related to Vincent Roy. 
I heard a story that one member of the Roy family living on Red Cliff Road 
had killed a man "up on the hill" and that the family moved from the area 
soon afterward, but I was not able to verify this and don't know when that 
would have occurred.  
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Collette 
In 1905 Alexander Collette (age 45) and his wife Mary (age 33) appeared 
to be renting a house on Red Cliff Road. Alex was working at that time as a 
"saw filer".  In 1910 Alexander (age 50) and his wife Mary (age 39) were 
living in Bayfield with five children ages 3 months to 10 years. He was born 
in 1860 in French Canada and in 1910 he listed his occupation as "odd 
jobs". In the 1920 census Mary Collette (age 49) appears as head of 
household but stated that she was still married. She was living in a house 
she owned on Red Cliff Road with her five children. Two of her sons were 
working as laborers at a lumber mill. I was unable to find a listing for 
Alexander in either the 1920 or 1930 census records. 
 
Ed Carl 
In 1900 Edward Carroll (dob1864) is listed as a boarder in a home rented 
by the Grady's on the Red Cliff Reservation. He had immigrated in 1885 
and was a laborer at the sawmill. 
 
In 1910 Carroll, was single, living in a rented home on Red Cliff Road, and 
was working as a teamster at the sawmill. By 1920 he owned his home. He 
was still single and still a teamster but now he was working at a logging 
camp.  There was no record  of him in the 1930 census. 
 
Blacks (built in 1911) then LaPointe (1913) New Outpost 
The 1910  Federal records listed two John Blacks in Bayfield County. There 
was a John Black, age 24, listed as a boarder in the Bayfield village and 
working as a laborer in a lumberyard. There was also a John J. Brown and 
his wife Alice living in Red Cliff with four children. This John Black was also 
working at a lumberyard and was probably the man who built the house in 
1911. 
 
Louise La Pointe, a widow, is listed as head of household on Red Cliff 
Road in the 1920 census. Louise bought the house in 1913. Two sons (Eli 
age 29 and Harry, age 23) were working as setters at a lumber mill, a third 
son (William, age 21) was a carriage rider at a mill, and her fourth son, 
(Ernie, age 16), worked as a laborer at a mill. By the 1930 census Louise 
was living with her daughter Beatrice and two sons on Broad Street in 
Bayfield. Beatrice bought the building on Red Cliff Road from her mother 
where she ran a grocery store that was later taken over by Pitt LaPointe. 
 
NOTE - This building was located on Hwy 13 when Bob Davidson bought 
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the property in the 1980's. It was being run as The Outpost bar and was 
moved to provide a new intersection for Roy's Point Road.  The building is 
now Peterson's Grocery and pictures of it can be seen in the entryway to 
the store. 
 
Montreals  ("his store in home")  
I was not able to find a record of the family in the 1905 State census or in 
the 1910 Federal census.  
 
Theophile Montrauil (dob 1865) and his wife Delia (1874) were born in 
Canada and came to the United States in 1885. According to the 1920 
Census they had eight children living with them: William (age 26), Alfred 
(age 16), Mary (age 15), Theophile (age 13), Lucy (age 12), Emma (age 8), 
Francis (age 7) and Leona (age 5). Theophile owned his home (free of 
mortgage) and his occupation was grocery store keeper. Son William was 
working in a livery barn and son Alfred was working at the store.  
 
1930 - Delia is listed as a widow, and has the youngest daughter, Leona, 
living with her. The oldest son, William, was married and owned a farm. 
The youngest son, "Benny", continued to live in the house until his death. 
The house is currently owned by Mrs. Jen Peterson Goslin who opened a 
gift shop on the first floor (The Ojibway Trading Post). Mrs. Goslin informed 
me that in 1998 she had the house raised on a new foundation and put new 
siding on the building. 
 

 
 

 

Fred La Pointe 
The 1920 census has a Fred La Pointe (dob 1893 in Michigan) and his wife 
Clara (dob 1893) living in the Wachsmuth logging camp on Sand River 
Road. There was no listing of the family in the census records for 1910 or 
1930, although the records might have misspelled his name. Fred LaPointe 
was one of Ernie's brothers which may have been why his home was 
included on the map. 
 
 

 

 
 

Prohasky 

Joseph (dob 1889) and his wife Elizabeth (dob 1887) Prohasky appear on 
the 1920 census records but not on the 1910 or 1930 census. Prohasky 
was from Slovakland (or Slovakia) and immigrated to the United States in 
1904. In 1920 he rented his home and worked as a member of a section 
crew on the railroad. 
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Dinicka 
I did not find anyone named Dinicka in the census records but John 
Doneck (age 40) and his wife Mary (age 33) were living on Red Cliff Road 
with their son (age 11) in 1920. The Donecks were also from Slovakland 
and immigrated in 1904. They owned their own home and John worked as 
a laborer at an ore dock. 
 
Roy's Point Road   
 
James Arseneau  
In 1910 James Arseneau (age 47) and his wife Mary (age 47), from French 
Canada,  were living on Roy's Point Road with their six children: Alex (age 
20), Fred (age 18), Melanie (age 15), ____ (age 12), Florence (age 6) and 
Gilbert (age 3). James was working as a laborer at the box factory, and 
sons Alex and Fred were working as laborers at the sawmill.  James and 
the children all spoke English but Mary spoke French. In 1910 they 
reported that they owned their home free of mortgage. 
 
In 1920 James and Mary were still living in the area where they continued 
to own their own home. None of the children were living with them that 
year. James was working as a laborer at a logging camp. I did not find their 
names in the 1930 census. 
Phil Arseneau  
Phillip Joseph Arseneau (age 33) and his wife Catherine (age 29) lived on 
Roy's Point Road in 1920 with their three daughters. The Arseneaus were 
from Canada while all three children (Mabel - dob 1911, Alice - dob 1912, 
and Anna - dob 1917) were born in Wisconsin. They rented their home and 
Phillip worked as a laborer at a lumber mill.   
 
The census records for both 1910 and 1930 list the Philip Arseneaus as 
living in Ashland, Wisconsin.  Philip registered for the WWI draft. His 
registration form stated that he was born Dec. 5, 1886. At the time he 
registered for the draft he was living in Washburn, and working at the 
Dupont Co. (an explosives factory built outside Washburn in 1902). 
 
 

 
 

George Grant 
According to the 1910 census George Grant (age 25) and his wife Mary 
(age 17), both French Canadians, were living on Roy's Point Road where 
they rented their house.  George was a laborer at the sawmill.   
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In the 1920 Census the Grants have five children living with them: 
Lawrence (age 9), Eva (age 8), Frederick (age 6), Arthur (age 5), and 
George (age 3 yrs, 9 months). George still rented the house and was 
working as a laborer at a lumber mill.  
 
George Fortin 
George Fortin was born in 1877 in Canada and immigrated in 1904. He 
was not listed in the 1910 census, but in the 1920 census Fortin (age 43) 
and his wife Agnes (age 31) were renting a home on Roy's Point Road with 
their seven children (aged 1 to 13).   George worked as a laborer at a 
logging camp. 
 
Townsend  
Alden Townsend was born in1874 in Michigan. His wife Marie was born in 
1881 in Michigan. According to the 1910 census they were renting a house 
on Roy's Point Road and Alden was working as a laborer at the sawmill.  
 
In the 1920 census Alden's occupation is section crew foreman on the 
railway. At this time he stated that he owned his home. They had no 
children.   
 
 

 

In the 1930 census the Townsends were living on Highway 13 in Russell 
where he owned his home and listed his occupation as truck farmer. 
 
Along the Railroad Line 
 
 

 

Hebert 
Frederick Hebert was born in Canada in 1885, and his wife Margaret was 
born in 1887, also in Canada. They came to the United States in 1904 and 
1905 respectively but the family was not listed on the 1910 census and 
may have been in Canada when the census was taken.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

As of the 1920 census the Heberts had seven children all of whom were 
born in Wisconsin: George (age 11), Edmund (age 10), Wilfred (age 8), 
Nellie (age 6), Clarence (age 3), Hazel (age 1) and Margaret (age 3 
months). Hebert owned his home (no mortgage) and worked as a laborer at 
a lumber mill. 
 
 

 

"Little Shack" 
I was told that a depot for the Bayfield Transfer was located along the 
tracks in Roy's Point but I don't know if this is what LaPointe was referring 
to on his map. When Wachsmuth Lumber took over The Transfer in 1914 it 
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discontinued passenger service so the depot would not have been in use 
when Ernie and his family moved to the area and the building probably did 
look like a shack. The depot building was eventually moved by Wilfred 
Peterson and is currently being used as a storage shed next to the 
Peterson's Fish Store. The shed still has its original shingle siding.   
Other homes on Map 
According to Ernie LaPointe's map there were four houses located along 
the railroad tracks on the north side of the creek.  I was unable to find any 
of the names he listed (other than Doneck) in the census records so they 
may have been living there for only a brief period of time. I have found at 
least three trash sites along Brickyard Creek Road, which supports 
LaPointe's map. 
 

 

Silver Arseneau  
I found a Silvey or Silver Arseneaux (age 45) living in Red Cliff in 1910 with 
his wife Georgina (age 20). Silvey had been born in French Canada and 
immigrated to the US in 1897. He had five daughters ages 3 to 12. 
 

 

Joanis House 
I found three Joanis families in the 1910 census records and they may all 
have been living together: 
 
 

 

(a) Vincent Joanis (age 57) and his wife (age 51) owned their home on 
Roy's Point Road in 1910 and were living there with seven children, all but 
the oldest of whom were born in Wisconsin. Vincent was working as a 
carpenter in the box factory as were two sons (Augustine, age 19 as an 
edgerman and the other, Francis age 15, as a laborer) while a third son, 
George, age 21, was working as a sawyer in the sawmill. 
 

 
 

(b) Isador E. Joanis, a Canadian, (age 28) and his wife Victoria (age 25) 
were married in 1903. In 1910 the couple were renters, living on Roy's 
Point Road with three young children (Elmer, Hannah and Alise or Alice), 
and Isador was working at the box factory. In 1920 Isador was living in 
Bemidji, Minnesota, and in 1930 he was living in Bellingham, Washington. 
 

 
 

(c) W.T. (or F.) Joanis (age 27) and his wife (Monica?) (age 24) owned 
their home and were living on Roy's Point Road in 1910 with their two 
children: Olive (age 9) and Georgina (age 3). The Joanises were from 
French Canada, while their daughter Olive was born in Wisconsin and 
daughter Georgina was born in Minnesota.  In 1910 Joanis was employed 
as a carpenter at the box factory and owned his home free of a mortgage. 
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"Foreman's House" 
In the 1910 census there was a William Schultz or Schulty who listed his 
occupation as Foreman at the sawmill. He was living on Roy's Point Road 
with his wife and daughter. He was 47 years old and was born in 
Pennsylvania.  There was no one in the 1920 census living in the area that 
listed their occupation as Foreman. 
 

 

 
 

 
Boarding House - John Brown  
In the 1905 State census there was a John Brown (age 52) from Norway, 
his wife Anna (age 44), and their four daughters living in Roy's Point. This 
John Brown listed his occupation as hotelkeeper and had four boarders 
living with him.  
 
 

 

 

In the 1910 census there is a Thomas Lynasy (age 29) listed as the 
Proprietor of a boarding house with his wife Florence (age 22) and their two 
children. Eight men were listed as Boarders - a trimmer, a carpenter, a 
blacksmith and a teamster at sawmill, two carpenters at the box factory, 
and two cooks at a construction camp.  There is no one listed as living in or 
running a boarding house on the Red Cliff Road or Roy's Point Road in the 
1920 census.  
 
 
 

 

Box Factory Office 
According to Ernie LaPointe's map there was a box factory office located 
on the east side of the railroad tracks, just off the original Roy's Point Road. 
That building was also moved by Wilfred Peterson and is currently located 
adjacent to the Peterson Fish Store on Highway 13.  
 
 

 
Other Residents 
I found the names of several other families living on Red Cliff Road or 
Roy's Point Road in the 1910 census records who were not shown on Ernie 
LaPointe's map. They all stated that they were renting their homes, and 
were probably gone by the time Ernie moved to the area in 1913. 
 

1) John and Mary Powers - Roy's Point Road - laborer at sawmill - renters 
2) Owen and Elizabeth Ralk (?) - Roy's Point Road - laborer at sawmill - 
renters 
3) Joseph and Jennie Depuw? - Roy's Point Road - carpenter at sawmill - 
renters 
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4) Anton and Mary Roy - Roy's Point Road - teamster at sawmill - renters 
5) John and Nancy Gordon - Roy's Point Road - sawyer at sawmill - renters 
- also son with same job 
6) John and ____ Granger - Roy's Point Road - carpenter at sawmill - 
renters 
7) G.G. Roy - Roy's Point Road - filler at sawmill - renter 
 

 

 

 

 

1930 Census for Highway 13 in Bayfield Township 
1) Hans and Laura Erickson - second generation Norwegians, owned their 
house and farm worth $4,000, employed as a bricklayer. 
2) Iver and Agnes Haugen - second generation Norwegians, owned their 
house and farm worth $800, occupation: farmer. 
3) Ole Olsen living with son's family, second generation Norwegian, owned 
the house and farm worth $1,200, occupation: farmer. 
4) Olaf Elvera Nygaard – immigrated from Norway in 1889, rented house 
for 20.00 per month, farmer. 
5) Martin and Emily Lubin – immigrated fro Latvia in 1900, owned house 
worth $800, farmer. 
6) John and Myrtle Frasier - born in Wisconsin, owned house and farm 
worth $1,200, occupation: farm laborer. 
7) August and Annina Roy - owned house worth $1,200, occupation: farm 
laborer 
8)  Delia Montreal - owned house worth $800, unemployed. 
9)  Arthur and Belle Harries - owned house worth $600, occupation: farm 
laborer. 
10) George and Laura LaDroite - French Canadians, rented home for $5.00 
per month, occupation: teamster in lumber industry. 
11) Arthur and Minnie Herrmann - second generation Germans, owned 
house and farm worth $3,000, occupation: fur farming (probably fox). 
12) William and Grace Montreal - owned farm worth $200, occupation: 
farmer. 
13) Arvid and Martha Sandstrom - Swedish, rented home and farm for 
$60.00 per month, occupation: farmer. 
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 And Why is the Creek Called "Brickyard Creek"? 

 

 The first census of Bayfield taken March 4, 1858 listed the occupations of 
its residents and included, "1 gentleman living on the interest of his 
money." That gentleman could well have been Col. Charles P. Rudd who 
arrived in Bayfield in 1858 and, at the age of 23, bought an interest in the 
original townsite from Henry M. Rice. Rudd was born in Louisville 
Kentucky, the son of James (a blacksmith) and Ann Rudd. He was a lawyer 
admitted to the bar in both Kentucky and Wisconsin. He was a big man, 
weighing around 300 pounds, and was apparently quite a character. Col. 
Rudd "had a fondness for Bayfield and cash enough to sustain him in what 
appeared to be an aimless and easy going life. He was genial and 
entertaining in his way. He was a strong Democrat and equally strong in his 
southern characteristics." Rudd remained a resident of Bayfield until his 
death in April 1897 of Bright's disease (a chronic inflammation of the 
kidneys).  
 
Despite the description of his leading an aimless and easy going life, Rudd 
involved himself in a variety of ventures. He owned a two-masted freight 
carrier called the Anna Rudd (named after 
either his mother or a younger sister) that 
sailed between Duluth and Ashland; he had 
a lumber business in Iron River (BCP Dec. 
28, 1889); and he bought several acres of 
property in the center of Basswood Island 
on the west side near the home of Judge 
McCloud where he established a farm and 
employed a tenant farmer to oversee its 
operations. (Historic Logging & Farming in 
the Apostle Islands, p. 18). He also owned 
some of the land on which the state fish 
hatchery was built; he was a partner with 
Rice and Vaughn in the ownership of the 
Vaughn dock; and he owned a brick 
manufacturing company. 
 
Brick-making was initially done by small-scale locally based operations with 
the bricks made by hand. The bricks reflected the type of clay that was 
available. The lake clays along Lake Michigan produced a light cream and 
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buff-colored brick, while other areas produced various shades of red and 
brown brick. Menomonee Wisconsin developed the largest brick-making 
area dating back to 1868 and its brick was highly sought after all over the 
country. The transportation in bulk of building materials such as brick over 
long distances was rare before the canals and railroads were established, 
but such transportation would probably have been available in Bayfield at a 
relatively early period of time.  
 
The first reference I found of the desire to have a brick-making enterprise in 
Bayfield was in a newspaper article from 1870 that stated that "a brickyard 
will be established in the spring [of 1871] about three miles from [Bayfield]."   
I was not able to find out if that in fact occurred, but it's possible. The next 
article that I located appeared on February 16, 1885 when a visitor to 
Bayfield wrote a letter to the editor describing his observations on arriving 
in town, adding that "there are parties here looking over the location for a 
large brick yard." There were no subsequent articles so this potential 
business may not have materialize. Four years later, however, there 
appeared the announcement that Col. C.P. Rudd and Mr. Gerard 
Alexander would begin work immediately on the Bayfield brick yards. (BCP 
Apr. 27, 1889) "The work of placing the Bayfield Brick Yard in 
manufacturing condition progresses as rapidly under the direct supervision 
of Mr. Alexander, who is thoroughly convinced of the fact that he has 
control of an inexhaustible body of the finest brick clay on Lake Superior. 
He has already had several offers to contract for his entire season's output. 
In company with Col. C.P. Rudd he contemplates the erection of a large 
dock at the foot of First Street and in connection with his brick business, will 
handle coal, wood, lime, cement, ... and other building material. He is also 
planning a brick office building which he will probably erect on his lot on the 
corner of Second Street and Fant Avenue. It will be the first brick building in 
Bayfield but others will no doubt speedily follow his example." (BCP May 
25, 1889).  I don't know if the office building was ever built, but by 
September the Press was reporting that brick from the Bayfield Brick 
Manufacturing Company's plant was being used extensively in town and 
expressed its opinion that "it would help business in every way, [and] give 
our town a smarter more business like appearance to have a few brick 
stores. Who will be the first to start the ball rolling in this direction?" (BCP 
Sept. 21, 1889) 
 
One of Bayfield's first brick buildings was the Holy Family Catholic Church 
Rectory located on Sweeney Avenue and First Street, built by G. 
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Feldhausen in 1891. "The building was erected early in the summer and is 
the self-sacrificing gift of the members of Christ's church and many others 
to the cause. It has the honor of being the first brick building erected in 
Bayfield. Its size is 45 x 36 and 40 feet in height. The basement is of native 
brownstone. ... The building has cost about $6,000 and has been mostly 
donated by members of this church." (BCP Oct. 17, 1891) Capt. R.D. Pike 
contributed the brownstone from his quarry, Fred Fischer contributed the 
lumber from his company, and Col. C.P. Rudd supplied the brick.  Despite 
its initial promotion by the newspaper, the brick-manufacturing enterprise 
was short-lived. While there are several red brick buildings in town, the 
Bayfield Heritage Center has identified only three other historically 
significant buildings which were built with Col. Rudd's brick: the Currie Bell 
Block located at 2 North Second Street built in 1892; a store/house at 118 
Rittenhouse Avenue; and the R.J. Nelson House located at 12 South 
Second Street. I saw ads that the company ran for its brick in the Press's 
Local Chitchat column during 1890 but surprisingly little else given the 
paper's strong interest in having a viable brick manufacturing enterprise. 
 
Having found that there was in fact a brickyard in Bayfield, I was not able to 
discover exactly where the bricks were pressed and fired. Nor was I able to 
learn when the creek became known as the Brickyard Creek. The clay 
used for the brick was apparently dug at Red Cliff so that, plus the prior 
interest that other parties had shown for a brickyard site within three miles 
of Bayfield and Rudd's ownership of land on Basswood Island, makes it 
quite probable that the kiln was located at or near Roy's Point and the 
creek.  The creek was referred to as "Roy's Creek" on Dalrymple's 1892 
map for his proposed railroad, docks and town. The creek has also been 
known by the local residents as "Stahl's Creek" after the family that lived 
along the stream on the west side of the highway.  Ernie LaPointe's map 
refers to the creek as the "Brickyard Creek" and ravine so it’s possible that 
that was the name used during the sawmill days.  The earliest formal 
documents I was able to find referring to it as "Brickyard Creek" were maps 
dated in the 1950's - a 1950 road map of Bayfield County, an old Trails and 
Roads Map dated 1952, and a 1954 plat map. There are a lot of bricks 
located at the site of the old Knight/Weber sawmill which raises the 
possibility that the site had previously been the location of the brick plant, 
although in the articles I read about the Knight mill the paper never referred 
to it as being located on the site of the old brick plant.  Quite a number of 
the bricks now at the sites were stamped with the name of the 
manufacturer including the Excelsior Brick Co of Menomonee, Laclede 
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Firebrick Manufacturing Co. and Evans & Howard Fire Brick Co. both of St. 
Louis Missouri, and Langenberg Brick Manufacturing Co. of Steven's Point 
Wisconsin. The bulk of the bricks however are unmarked and it is therefore 
quite possible that if the Bayfield Brick Company processed its brick so as 
to withstand high heat, Knight could have used brick found at the site for 
his boilers and refuse burner. At this point in time however that is only 
speculative. 
 
 

 
 

The Bayfield Brick Manufacturing Co. probably ceased operations by 1892, 
but the County Press continued to express an interest in having a local 
brickyard. On September 27, 1902 the Press published an article promoting 
Bayfield as offering "rare inducements for a vast number of business 
enterprises, [including] ... a brickyard." It does not appear that anyone took 
the paper up on its "inducements". When the streets of Bayfield were 
paved with bricks in 1917 and again in 1920 the material was supplied by a 
company in Reedsville or Reedsberg Wisconsin, and the Carnegie Library 
and the Pureair Sanitarium were both made with a yellow brick rather than 
the local red brick produced by the Bayfield Brick Manufacturing Co.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      AFTER THE LUMBER ERA  

 

 

 

1. Nationally 
The Great War broke out in Europe in June 1914, with the United States 
joining the fight in 1917. The armistice ending the war was signed in 
November 1918.  The Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918 to 1919 killed more 
than 8,000 people in Wisconsin and over 103,000 Wisconsin citizens 
became infected between September and December 1918. A second flu 
outbreak occurred in 1920. I have not researched what was going on in 
Bayfield during this period of time, but throughout Wisconsin and the 
country, churches, theaters and schools were closed, and curfews were 
ordered for all saloons, pool halls, cafes and restaurants in an effort to 
combat the epidemic. The United States economy began to slow down in 
late 1928, most noticeably in the automobile and construction industries. 
The great stock market crash of October 29, 1929 sent the country into the 
worst economic depression in its history. Northern Wisconsin was 
especially hard-hit by the economic depression, unemployment, and the 
severe drought of the 1930s. Like the rest of the nation, Wisconsin faced 
food and fuel shortages and developed voluntary programs of "meatless" 
and "wheatless" days to aid in the conservation of food, and "heatless" and 
"lightless" nights to save fuel.  
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2. The Closing of the Sawmills 
By 1920 the end of the lumber boom was definitely in sight.  The sawmills 
that operated in the Bayfield area had either been dismantled or destroyed 
by fire, both accidental and intentional.  The Red Cliff mill was destroyed by 
fire in 1910. Fire also destroyed the Kurz-Downey mill and the Iron River 
mill in 1913, and the Port Wing mill in 1915. The Knight / Weber mill at 
Roy's Point was closed in 1913 and dismantled. (I heard that a man spent 
time scuba diving in the bay and removed many pieces of mill equipment 
from the water, which he is storing in his garage. Unfortunately I was 
unable to identify him.)   The Bayfield County Press wrote on October 8, 
1915 that there were 13 lumber camps in operation but "it will not be many 
more years before logging operations in northern Bayfield County will be a 
thing of the past, for the amount of standing timber has been rapidly 
diminishing and estimates are that five years from now the lumberjack will 
have disappeared from the vicinity of Bayfield..."   
 
The Wachsmuth sawmill in Bayfield was the last to close in September 
1924 after 70 years of milling operations. "With approximately fifty 
onlookers, men, women and children, the big sawmill plant of the 
Wachsmuth Lumber Company completed operations in this city last 
evening at exactly 7:30 o'clock, the last hemlock going on its way in the 
shape of lumber over the rolls to the sorting table at exactly that time, and 
the big whistle of the plant blew for the shut-down for precisely nine 
minutes. News that the mill would cut the last log last evening was not 
generally known, although the closing of the big plant has been anticipated 
for some time. However, quite a congregation of visitors witnessed the 
plants final operation. ... During the past several days the plant has been 
operating but one side, cutting up into lumber the Norway Pine boom 
sticks, and cleaning up on other stray logs about the plant. Last evening the 
final log sent through was a big hemlock, scaling exactly 410 feet of 
lumber. Nick Curschner, one of the best and most widely known sawyers in 
north Wisconsin, operated the levers on the final cuts through the big 
hemlock, swinging the levers adroitly forward and back as had been his 
custom during years of service close to the big bands. As he raised two 
fingers very slightly the two carriagemen, William Hahn, as setter, and Al 
Reeves, let loose the grippers and the 'dog' came up and slammed the log 
over for the final turn. Will O'Malley and George Jonais (sic, Joanis?) stood 
by on the log deck, where they had been employed, and with the now 
useless cant-hook in hand watched the final operation on the last log 'piked' 
up by Roy Soper from the slip below to the great chain." (BCP Sept. 10, 
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1924).    With the closing of Wachsmuth's mill there were no more jobs for 
the lumberjacks and sawmill operators, and Bayfield's prosperity began to 
subside. 
 
Henry Wachsmuth continued to use the lumberyards and buildings for a 
retail lumber business after the sawmill closed down. In 1946 he sold the 
retail company and it was renamed the Bayfield Lumber Company. He died 
in 1971 at the age of 97. 
 
The Bayfield Transfer folded in 1924, as there was no need for a logging 
railroad.  The rails used on the logging road were taken up and almost all of 
the steel and railroad equipment was sold to a Chicago concern, with a 
small portion of the rails going to the Schroeder Lumber Co. of Ashland. 
(Bayfield County Press, August 27, 1924.)  From 1924 to 1933 the Bayfield 
Transfer existed as a corporation but did not operate any trains, and its 
only revenue came from renting out its office space. The last of the 
Northern Wisconsin logging railroads came to a halt in 1930 when the 
Rust-Owen Company shut down their mill at Drummond and took up the 
rails. 
 
3. Agricultural  Development 
Once the Lake Superior region's forest cover was cut or destroyed by fires, 
and the large lumber corporations started moving to the Pacific Northwest, 
"a veritable army of individuals - including land speculators and promoters, 
railroad and timber agents, agricultural scientists, politicians, government 
bureaucrats, and prospective settlers - foresaw the day when the stump-
dotted landscape of the cutover would be converted into a productive 
garden."  The big lumber companies had been the major landholders in 
most of the Upper Great Lakes region, and when revenues started to 
decline the companies had four alternatives: hold their lands in anticipation 
of rising prices, allow the land to be attached by counties for non-payment 
of taxes, sell the land to speculators, or get into the land-promotion 
business themselves. Many created land companies to turn the cut-over 
lands into homesteads and advertised both in the United States and 
abroad, promoting the virtues of homesteading, the freedom of operating 
your own farm, and the good health advantages of the northland. 
Brochures were distributed extolling the virtues of the logged off land and 
inexpensive train fares brought people north to see the land, usually during 
the winter when the ravages of the logging operations were hidden from 
view.  "Colonization" companies bought large tracts of cutover lands, 
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seeking settlers to buy and develop northern Wisconsin farms. An article in 
a January 1906 newspaper wrote about the efforts of the North Wisconsin 
Farmers Association (a group of 2500 farmers and businessmen) in 
promoting the farming of cut-over timber lands located in Douglas, Bayfield, 
Ashland and Iron Counties by exhibiting agricultural products grown in 
these counties on a railroad car fitted with 1/4 inch thick plate glass. The 
products included wheat, oats, rye, clover, alfalfa, timothy etc. The railroads 
provided free transportation for the rail car. Land was being sold for $5-10 
per acre and it was noted that this land had once been covered with 
hardwood  "which every farmer knows means good land."    
 
                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Clearing the cutover was often left to the homesteader. Pine stumps could 
remain sound for almost 100 years, but after 10-20 years of decay they 
could be removed by pulling or blasting. Stump pullers were a luxury for 
many homeowners who cleared the land after the loggers left. Most stumps 
were removed with grab hoes, shovels, and axes, and horses were used to 
pull fragments from the ground. Starting in 1907, dynamite was used for 
stump removal but it caused a lot of injuries. Fire was also a danger, and 
fires raged through the slashings and consumed the timber that lay on the 
ground. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     
 

 

Cutover in Northern Wisconsin 
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While agricultural enterprises had been actively promoted in the cut-over 
lands around Bayfield, the soil and climate proved to be unsuited to most 
crops and, in any event, when the forests were gone the homesteaders 
were out of business since the primary market for their goods and services 
were the men in the logging industry. Historic Logging and Farming in the 
Apostle Islands, Alanen and Tishler (1996).  The Apostle Islands and 
Bayfield peninsula fared somewhat better than the inland areas due to the 
"lake effect" which extended the growing season by more than 40 days, 
and because of the lake transportation system. As homesteaders deserted 
their farms, or lost them in tax foreclosures, the forests began to reclaim 
the land.   
 
There was one agricultural success story for Bayfield.  As early as the post-
Civil War years fruit farming had been promoted for the Bayfield Peninsula, 
and settlers were encouraged to plant trees and berry plants on a small-
scale basis. Strawberry growing began on a large scale basis after the 
railroad reached Bayfield in 1883, enabling the growers to transport their 
berries to greater markets. Commercial cherry and apple orchards were 
planted shortly after 1900 primarily to bring a new industry to the cutover 
lands. In December 1905 the Bayfield County Press ran an article about 
the opportunities for commercial fruit growing (apples, plums, and cherries) 
on the Bayfield Peninsula. The fruit-growing enterprise centered in the high, 
hilly area to the northwest of Bayfield. William Knight was the first to grow 
fruit on a large-scale basis and he is considered to be the founder of 
Bayfield's apple growing industry. In the early 1900's Knight had begun 
raising potatoes in the cutover. In 1905 he planted twenty acres in cherry 
trees and twenty acres in apple trees. In 1906 he planted an additional 45 
acres of fruit trees. By 1916 he had 165 acres of orchards in the cutover.  
Knight died in 1941 at the age of 98. 
 
4. Reforestation and the CCC 
Wisconsin has been considered a national leader in reforestation practices. 
Its first state owned nursery was established in 1911 at Trout Lake, 
Wisconsin with two others created in 1932 and 1936. Demand for 
reforestation stock grew with the advent of the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) in 1933. The CCC, a New Deal work program, employed more than 
2 million men ages 18 to 25 to conserve natural resources while at the 
same time providing employment and generating economic recovery to 
hard-hit communities. In Wisconsin the CCC cleared forests of slashings 
left by the lumber companies, planted new trees, controlled forest fires and 
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helped build state parks.  In 1936 forest fires broke out threatening the 
future of the returning forests on the mainland as well as on the islands. 
CCC crews were sent out from Bayfield to fight fires on Isle Royale, and on 
Stockton and Outer Islands. The Corps has been credited with renewing 
the nation's decimated forests by planting almost three billion trees 
between 1933 and 1942.  
 
5. Reclamation 
It is estimated that 10-15% of the logs rafted to the sawmills along the 
coast of Lake Superior, or left in hot ponds, became waterlogged and sank 
to the bottom. The logs, from virgin old-growth timber 300 to 1,000 years 
old when cut, never deteriorated over the 80 to100 years that they lay 
submerged in Lake Superior due to the lake's low oxygen level and cold 
water.   
 
The John Schroeder Lumber Co. had previously attempted to salvage logs 
from the bottom of the bay near Ashland and another company did the 
same in Bayfield. Men were sent out on rafts armed with pike poles to 
spear the logs and tow them to the mill. It is my understanding that a 
company began reclaiming the sunken timbers and the wood from the old 
dock cribs some time in the 1950's but this effort was stopped after 
concerns were raised about the damage to the lake bottom and the fish 
habitat. It is possible that the cribs in front of the two Roy's Point mills may 
have been removed at this time but I was not able to find any information 
about this last reclamation effort. 
 
In 1992 a company called the Superior Water-Logged Lumber Co., also 
known as Timeless Timber, was formed in Ashland Wisconsin to recover 
these logs and use them in the manufacture of furniture, household 
wooden products, and musical instruments. This company lifts the logs out 
of the lake using air bags filled with oxygen or hoisted out by crane. They 
are then taken to the sawmill in Ashland where they are pressure washed, 
stored inside an insulated and heated sawmill, dried and processed.  Mill 
stamps and log marks have allowed the company to determine the original 
ownership of the log and the year the log was cut. In the summer of 1997 a 
log was salvaged off Roy's Point bearing the stamp held by the Wachsmuth 
Lumber Company. The end of the log is currently on display at the Northern 
Great Lakes Visitor's Center in Ashland Wisconsin. Timeless Timber also 
has a logging museum open to the public. 
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7. And what happened at Roy's Point?    
A 1920 plat map shows the Nemadji River Land Co as the owner of 
Government Lots 1 and 2 but according to the Bayfield County Land and 
Tax Records the Dalrymple Estate continued to be the owner of record into 
the 1920's. The real estate taxes were paid by the Nemadji River Land Co. 
from 1916 to 1924, and then defaulted on starting in 1925. A tax deed was 
issued to the town of Bayfield following a tax foreclosure sale in June 1926. 
In 1939 the township brought a quiet title action against the Nemadji River 
Land Co., the Bayfield Transfer Railway Co., Kurz-Downey Company, the 
Estate of William Dalrymple, the Bayfield Harbor and Great Western 
Railroad, and sundry others as the named defendants, and obtained a 
default judgment declaring the town to be the owner in fee simple absolute 
of almost all of Lots 1, 2 and 3 in Section 6 Township 50N Range 3W. The 
town subsequently sold most of the Roy’s Point acreage to Fred Harries 
who used the land for hunting, and who put in an airstrip along the 
shoreline just south of what is now the Roy's Point Marina. Harries kept a 
small plane on the airstrip until some local kids decided to take it for a joy 
ride and crashed the plane on take off.  The land passed through the hands 
of several other individuals before being purchased by Robert Davidson 
(about 70 acres) who, in 1997, developed the Roy’s Point Marina and the 
Brickyard Creek Cottage Condominium Association. 
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